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Disclaimer

The issues discussed here are from the point of view of a Jewish believer in 

Jesus as the Messiah. The positions held and presented are addressed to other 

believers who know Jesus and recognize him as Messiah. We have no argu-

ment with those who do not know Jesus and cling to Judaism or other estab-

lished religion. They should enjoy in good health. However it is our claim that 

neither Judaism, nor any other religion for that matter, is appropriate for those 

who love and are committed to serve Jesus as Lord and Savior.

“Therefore, thus says the LORD,  “If you return, then I will re-
store you — Before Me you will stand; and if you extract the 
precious from the worthless, You will become My spokes-
man. They for their part may turn to you, but as for you, you 
must not turn to them. “Then I will make you to this people 
A fortified wall of bronze; and though they fight against you, 

They will not prevail over you; For I am with 

you to save you and deliver you,” declares 

the LORD. “So I will deliver you from 

the hand of the wicked, and 

I will redeem you from 

the grasp of the 

violent.”

Jeremiah 15:19-21

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God; because many 

false prophets  have gone out

 into the world.”  

1John 4:1
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Personal Word from the Author

To better understand what I have written and why, perhaps you should know something of my 

personal history.

I was raised in a Jewish home. Conservative with Orthodox leanings I would say. My father, born 

in Poland, was raised Orthodox. My mother was raised in a Reform household. So they met in the mid-

dle. Zen was also somewhat of an influence. My mother was an avid reader and the Beats were an influ-

ence on us. So when I became what might be called a hippie, it was not much of a surprise. However my 

family was not prepared when one day after some intense events in my life (the collapse of just about 

everything), Jesus came along and reached down into the pit and pulled me out. He didn’t just reach 

down to the depths of the pit from where I was trying to escape; I was down pretty deep and digging 

deeper. He had to roll His sleeves up pretty far. A lot of people were pretty surprised.

There were some people that I had met who had known the Lord for about a year. One of them 

was Jewish. The first thing that struck me quite forcefully about them was when I overheard them re-

joicing that God had gotten rid of the roaches in their apartment. I was prepared for a theological or 

philosophical argument, but I was dumbfounded to find people for whom God was actually interested 

in their day to day practical affairs. So I started in with the arguments that I learned in Hebrew School. 

And they had the most wonderful answers. In the end, none of my arguments were what the real issue 

was about. They said, “Just ask Him and He will tell you.” After making that suggestion several times, the 

day came when I did ask Him. When I did, it was instantaneous, cosmic, deep and lasting. I knew with a 

very certain knowing that Jesus was the absolute center of the universe. And that He was the only thing 

that mattered, ever.

However, one day a few years later the Liberated Wailing Wall (a musical outreach of Jews for Jesus) 

came to town. After talking to one of the members, I became enamoured with the Jewish aspects of the 

Gospel. I knew from the first that Israel was inextricably bound up with God. So it seemed Judaism could 

be just an extension of that. We went hook, line and sinker into the Jewish aspects of being believers. 

There were no others like us at the time and we were pretty weird. But we were doing what we thought 

we should be doing. 

What brought us out is that one day during my daily Bible reading (it was Hosea chapter two) I 

came across a passage that mentioned something about “your mother” in the context of Israel. I KNEW 

that God was my Father and that this passage was referring to my culture/background as my mother. 

And it was saying that it was bad. So God gave me the grace to repent. It went like this. I had a rash on 

my left leg. And it itched. A lot. I had been praying for healing, but not getting healed. But as I repented 

from Judaism, the rash and the itch began to go away. Wow, I was impressed. I was so impressed, that 

I started to renig on repenting. As I toyed with the idea of keeping some old practices/habits the itch/

rash started to come back. I quickly firmed up my decision to leave the old stuff behind and the itch/

rash responded by leaving permanently.
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Introduction

Throughout the history of Christianity there has been a cyclical pattern of Revival and apostasy 
(with a dollop, and often a wallop, of affliction to join the two together). The early church was beset by 
false doctrines (e.g. Gnosticism, Aryanism et al.) and many of the texts of the New Testament are an 
attempt to refute various heresies. It may be said that the history of the Church is the history of these 
heresies and revivals and the afflictions that so painfully bind them together.

This should come as no surprise. Individual believers also struggle with various temptations of 
the flesh and the mind; some press through and some fall away. That the church throughout her entire 
history has gone through cycles of falling away and revival only follows this same pattern in macro. 

The Reformation was a time of great restoration of the scriptural pillar of salvation by faith. At the 
same time the Reformers offered a series of stunning repudiations of various Catholic doctrines such 
as infant baptism (in favor of baptism of those who believe), praying to saints, penance or “works” as an 
attempt to self-atone and other non-scriptural practices. Besides Catholicism and its spiritual excesses, 
other non-scriptural but ostensibly Christian-based religions have sprouted up over the years such as 
Christian Science, Mormonism and others. As believers in Jesus as the true Messiah, we acknowledge 
our redemption in His precious Blood, but there are streams of what purports to be Christianity that are 
in fact illegitimate variants.

Along with false doctrines out and out, movements that started out as sincere and true works 
of God have lapsed into well-run administratively efficient, but spiritually hollow denominations. Many 
modern movements which were originally “on fire” true revivals brought hundreds of thousands to a 
living relationship with the God of the universe. But over time the carnal desire to take our affairs into 
our own hands has left them as post-Christian and therefore dead denominations.

The revival movements of the 1700s and 1800s are by no means the only ones to have suffered 
this fate. And they certainly won’t be the last to go by the spiritual wayside. What is common to all dead 
and spurious denominations is the inclination to look away from Jesus, to rely on decisions — even 
seemingly good decisions — of man and to little by little, over the course of time,  stop listening to the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Old Testament has dozens of citations regarding the centrality of “obeying” or “listening to” 
the voice of the Lord. The word that is translated in English as “obey” in Hebrew is based on the root 
 which is “to listen”. Basically the basis of all wrong relationships with God is a failure to (”lishmoa”) לשמוע
listen, a failure to hear His voice and to do what He asks. 

“For I solemnly warned your fathers in the day that I brought them up from the land of Egypt, 
even to this day, warning persistently, saying,  ‘Listen to My voice.’ Yet they did not obey 
or incline their ear, but walked, each one, in the stubbornness of his evil heart; therefore I 
brought on them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they 
did not.”  
Jeremiah 11:7, 8 (emphasis supplied)
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Being too busy or being too clever or hard-hearted or self-centered all take us away from hear-
ing the voice of God. These are all afflictions that even godly people struggle with, so it isn’t any wonder 
that the human race is in trouble.  The Children of Israel (and by extension all mankind) were offered life 
everlasting in exchange for listening to God’s voice:

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 
death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your 
descendants, by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to 
Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the 
Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”  
Deuteronomy 30: 19, 20 (emphasis supplied)

But as historical events have shown, we opted to not listen to God’s voice; we were exiled. Let’s 
not repeat that mistake. And take note; the Life of God is not dependent on our actions nor our fulfill-
ing “mitzvot”. 

One example of the need to hear from God is found in Psalm 95, which is quoted again in 
Hebrews chapter three. “Today, if you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts”. The alternative 
to hearing is hardening. In fact hearing is such a profound spiritual requirement that Judaism’s holiest 
verse in the Scripture begins with the command, “Hear, O Israel”. Unfortunately, this is more honored in 
the breach than in actual fact. What was designed to encourage us to hear has been rendered useless 
by meaningless repetition, which of course Jesus has warned us against (see Matthew 6:7). 

According to the Bible, no less than God the Father, the ruler of the universe Who sanctifies us 
commanded us thus: “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” (Matthew 
17: 5b emphasis supplied).

 Failure to hear from God can have disastrous results. As the Lord Jesus said,

“And why do you call Me,  ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? Everyone who comes to 
Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like 
a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when 
a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had 
been well built. But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man 
who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against 
it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”  Luke 6:46-49

No one can deny that the ruin of the house of Israel has been great indeed. Jesus said, “your 
house has been left to you desolate” (Luke 13:35), and He didn’t lie. This observation is not a matter of 
passing judgement; this is an objective and dispassionate observation of history!

In the New Testament in chapters two and three of the book of Revelation we are admonished 
seven times, “‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says…” In chapter three Jesus says, 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, 
and he with Me.”  Revelation 3:20 (emphasis supplied)  
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Jesus comes in to us and has sweet fellowship with us on the condition that we hear His voice 

and open up to Him. But the modern version of the Messianic Movement has been slow to hear His 

voice and quick to return to the practices of our apostate fathers, which has been the mechanism by 

which we have turned away from the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David and finally, the Lord Jesus.

Jesus said, “Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” (John 18:37c). No rabbi will claim to hear 

the voice of Jesus, so how can we trust them to give us the truth! Messianic Judaism has traded the voice 

of Jesus for the voice of the rabbis. Big mistake!

So the pattern of Revival/apostasy/affliction/Revival has been playing out in our own day. What 

began in the late sixties (after the Six Day War for the most part) as a major revival in the Jewish com-

munity (among many others of course), has metastasized into a denomination concerned with false 

priorities. Many have begun to take their eyes off of Jesus and His wonderful work on the Cross. And 

like the Children of Israel in the desert, we have begun to be stung by the serpents. Many have become 

so enamoured of religion that they have left the Lord of Glory all together. Let’s be clear; any movement 

that leads people away from the Lord Jesus cannot be considered of value to a faithful servant of the 

Messiah. The Messianic Movement has not been immune to this unfortunate cycle and I believe that we 

are currently in the apostasy phase. The affliction or judgement phase can’t be far away.

One (non-Jewish) pastor that I know defended his practice of draping a talit over the pulpit by 

saying that he wanted a non-believing Jewish person to “feel at home” or to “feel comfortable” when/

if he entered his church. He simply didn’t realize that rather than finding something comforting and 

familiar, the non-believing Jew would be horrified at the abuse of his religious articles (one simply 

does not drape a talit over a pulpit; it is for another purpose entirely). Leading to Christ this is not! What 

concerns me is not that he was abusing a prayer shawl, which I don’t believe finds much value in God’s 

sight in any event. Rather that this pastor was himself somehow fulfilled by pulling out of the plush 

velvet bag a religious object that found a place in his own heart,  to the exclusion of hearing the voice 

of God.

This one example of a man who allowed a mere object to find a place of affection in his heart is 

indicative. If somehow the feeling that one gets when relating to a religious object, be it wearing certain 

articles of clothing, or the lighting of candles, or fascination with certain books, leads somewhere other 

than to Jesus, then that feeling is of a spirit other than the Holy Spirit of God. I don’t deny that there is 

spiritual content in most if not all religious practice, but I do believe that religious practice, be it “Christian”, 

Moslem, Buddhist, Communist, Rastafarian or specified religious practice of any sort, invariably and inevi-

tably leads one away from the purity and simplicity of the Gospel and therefore away from God's intended 

plan of salvation for all mankind. Religion is intrinsically carnal, because dependence on the Holy Spirit is 

rendered superfluous. In other words:

“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”  
James 4:4 (emphasis supplied)
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Prologue

“If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; 
but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well.”   
John 15:24

It is obvious that Jesus is hated by normative Judaism. When the Name of Jesus is mentioned, 
many observant Jews utter a curse against Him by expressing the desire that His name be blotted out. 
But, it turns out that those who hate Jesus are exactly those who hate God as well — protestations to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

“Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the 
Father also.”  
1 John 2:23

and

“You know neither Me, nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 
John 8:19b

Judaism appears to be righteous and godly, but anything that turns away from or hates Jesus 
and His wonderful work also turns away from, i.e. hates, God as well. Therefore, because the spirit of 
Judaism is so virulently set against Jesus and His work on the Cross, the God of Judaism cannot be the 
God of Mt. Sinai, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the prophets or any god at all. That Judaism and 
practitioners of Judaism hate Jesus reveals something much deeper in the character of the religion and 
the practitioners thereof. He who hates Jesus, hates God and cannot be said to be in any way godly.

But there is a redeeming characteristic to normative Judaism. Zeal. The day will come when “all 
Israel will be saved”, and when that day comes it will be with great zeal. The knowledge of the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David and the prophets will be added to zeal, to the eagerness to serve 
God. Lying, legal (and other) fictions and manipulative mental gymnastics of the mind of man will be 
put aside. The eagerness to seek God — the readiness on the tongue to discuss Godly matters —will be 
added to the clear vision of the eyes of faith. But it is dishonest to say that that day has come. Normative 
Judaism is not a beautiful religion for those who mean to seek the very face of God as described in the 
New Testament.

This booklet is not written for Jews who have never known Jesus. They should enjoy their re-
ligion in good health. However, for believers in the shed blood of the Messiah, normative Judaism is 
nothing short of spiritual adultery. In Romans we are told that we were made to die to the Law in order 
to be joined to (married to) the Messiah.

“Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, 
that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might 
bear fruit for God.”  
Romans 7:4
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And the context is that of a woman who is married, i.e. she cannot (legitimately) be joined to two 
different husbands, except that one be dead. So if we entertain the Law (not to mention that Judaism 
is NOT the Law, even, but rather a “mutation” of the Law of Moses), we cannot have Christ and by exten-
sion the relationship with God based on the work of Jesus on the Cross. Any such attempt is bound to 
create conflict because our God is a jealous God and He will not share his glory with another. Adulterers 
are not good company for a jealous and holy God. 
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Chapter 1 | How did we get here? Part One

God will never ever forget or forsake Israel. About this there can be no doubt. And in fact far 
from Christians being the chosen people as some think, Israel is the only nation of whom it is written 
that it will be saved as a nation. This is in contradistinction to the New Testament pattern for Gentiles 
which is to be saved as individuals.

It used to be (back a waaaaaaay long time ago) that Christians, even real Christians, didn't know 
what to make of the Jews. So they made sport and worse of them. Even that mighty man of God, Martin 
Luther (and there is no denying that Martin Luther was a man mightily used of God!) fell into anti-
Semitism. As is well known these days, Jews were the subject of relentless and pointless persecution. 
Christians should be ashamed of themselves!

And they are. Many Christians are so ashamed of the actions of previous generations of fathers 
in the faith that as if to make up they go to great lengths to compensate. Acceptance of Jews as beloved 
by God extends to embracing Judaistic religious cultic practice as also beloved. In an attempt to put 
things right, many Christians think that everything connected to Jews is sacred. But correction of one 
flaw by pursuit of another flaw is no way to arrive at the truth. Truth to tell, not everything connected 
with Jews is holy. Many practices, occult and just plain mistaken, abound in normative Judaism, and if 
Christians knew about them, they would shun them as non-scriptural or a grievance to the Holy Spirit. 
This booklet is an attempt to keep sincere Christian believers from falling from one ditch into another. 
The road is narrow; but let’s stay on it! Ditches are for witches. Jesus pleases.
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Chapter 2 | How did we get here? Part two

A major tenet of Judaism is the concept of “Fences around the Torah”, meaning that if the Torah 
says don't go an inch, then we can define the size of the inch as a mile in order to safeguard the keep-
ing of that particular commandment. For example, I’ve heard it said that one should not say “thank You” 
more than once to God lest someone think he was thanking more than one God. 

I see this as an attempt by Man to be his own savior and is the same kind of thinking that is 
found right in the beginning of human history. Eve says to the deceiver (yet before the fall), “God has 
said neither to touch nor to eat of the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:3, emphasis supplied)” whereas He said 
only to not eat from the Tree of Knowledge (Genesis 2:17). The proscription from touching was added 
by Eve as her own good idea perhaps to keep her “within bounds”. But the inclination of Man to save 
himself by adding to God's Word had then and has today catastrophic consequences.

Today the same problem has seized the Body of Christ.

“But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led 
astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. “  
2 Corinthians11:3

Somehow, many professing believers in Jesus have come to a place where it seems as if Jesus 
is not enough; many have in essence become their own savior, leaving Jesus as a mere bystander. In a 
well-intentioned, but fatally flawed desire to “be all things to all men”, many toy with old covenant con-
cepts such as eating or avoiding certain foods. It’s almost as if what goes into our mouth is as important 
or even more important than what comes out of our mouths (see Mark 7:19ff)! Brothers and sisters, be-
ing led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ is the way of the world. Make no mis-
take. If it doesn't lead you to Jesus, it's leading you to Hell. What follows is an attempt to shed light on 
some important issues facing the Body of Christ today regarding these human attempts to get closer to 
God, but in reality lead us away from Him. The only way to get close to God is to get close to Jesus (John 
6:29, 8:42, 14:6), to be conformed to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29,30).

When the Talmud was codified about the year 200 by Judah the Prince, a new religion was born. 
Not all of the Jewish people accepted this religion. Around the year 800 the Karaites finally split from os-
tensibly mainline Judaism because they considered the Talmud to be heretical. To be sure the Karaites are 
of the seed of Abraham, and they follow in the footsteps of their fathers in rejecting God’s will for them 
in Jesus. I mention their non-acceptance of the Talmud to demonstrate that a significant segment of the 
Jewish people did not accept the Talmud as authoritative.

In any event as part of this new religion it was said that there was to be an extrapolation of the 
proscription from cooking a kid in its mother's milk (Ex. 34:26,  Deuteronomy 14:21) that extended to 
not eating milk and meat within three or five hours of the other, as well as using separate utensils for 
meat and milk. This was diminishing the heart of God by building fences and focusing on minutiae 
while ignoring the real sins of man...

"...invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you 
do many things such as that.” And after He called the multitude to Him again, He began 
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saying to them,  “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside the man 
which going into him can defile him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what 
defile the man.”    
Mark 7:13-15

“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”     
Mark 7:21-23

“These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion 
and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly 
indulgence.”  
Colossians 2:23

So, let's return (repent) to the purity and simplicity of devotion to Christ. Let's allow Jesus to bring us 
back to Him. We are NOT our own savior, so let's allow Jesus to be our Savior and let's leave the religion to 
the world. We can show the world that Jesus is Lord by letting Him be Lord and allowing Him to save us. We 
can leave all that other carnal and false fluff behind us (Luke 9:62).
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Chapter 3 | Chosen People, Chosen Religion?

Sometimes believers in Jesus say something like, “The Jews are God's chosen people, so the 
religion of the Jews must be God's chosen religion.” But the Bible gives us a different perspective. While 
the premise that the Jews (or more correctly the Children of Israel, as the term “Jews” refers specifically 
to members of the tribe of Judah) are indeed God's Chosen People, the conclusion that their religious 
practice is the practice that God has ordained is not in accordance with Scripture. The religion of the 
Israelites in the Bible was emphatically NOT what God had wanted them to practice. In fact it may be 
said that Biblically speaking, the history of Israel has been the history of the rebellion of the Jewish 
people (the Children of Israel) against God and against His Spirit. This was true all throughout the Bible 
from at least the time of the exodus from Egypt.

"And  I  said to them, 'Cast away, each of you, the detestable  things of his eyes, and do not 
defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.' But they rebelled against 
Me and were not willing to listen to Me; they did not cast away the detestable things of their 
eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt."  
Ezekiel 20:7,8a

And again,

"And they will say, 'Because they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who brought 
them from the land of Egypt, and they adopted other gods and worshiped them and served 
them, therefore He has brought all this adversity on them.'"  
2 Chronicles 7:22

and yet again,

“You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life 
inherited from your forefathers…”  
1Peter 1:18

Our fathers have handed down futility. And it is clear that the history of the Jewish people has 
been a history of futility. The more commentary we study and the more responsa we write, the more 
futility we endure. Rashi and the Rambam haven't lessened our futility. The lesson has yet to be learned; 
our fathers have turned away from God. That is the reason why we have had thousands of years of 
adversity and futility. It's time to stop and turn to Jesus. Let's get right with God. He is waiting for us to 
give up and shut up (Romans 3:19). But we haven't. We are still doing what we think is best. We are still 
inventing new things that God is not and never has been a part of. One would think that Jewish believ-
ers in Jesus would be the first to see the difference, but we haven't been careful to serve the Lord and 
Him only (Matthew 4:10, Deuteronomy 6:13; 10:20).

One of the differences between knowing/serving the Lord Jesus and the practice of Judaism 
is told by Paul in his sermon in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch as mentioned in Acts chapter 13. 
Among other things he says:
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“Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is pro-
claimed to you and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from 
which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses. “Take heed therefore, so that 
the thing spoken of in the Prophets may not come upon you... ‘Behold, you scoffers, and 
marvel, and perish; For I am accomplishing a work in your days, A work which you will 
never believe, though someone should describe it to you.’” 
Acts 13:38, 41 (emphasis supplied)

Let’s say the Law of Moses was great while it lasted. But it had a failing; it couldn’t make us 
free from all things. It is ONLY through Jesus Himself the Person, the God/man Christ Jesus and His 
work on the cross that we can be set free. The Law (not to mention the addenda) cannot do it for us. 

And the consequences are clear — judgement. When Paul says “Behold you scoffers…” he is 
quoting from the prophet Habbakuk in chapter 5 verse 1. God was warning us then (in the time of 
Habbakuk) and He warned us in Paul’s time. If I may be so bold and not by means of comparison, but 
just to state the obvious, He is warning us NOW. I believe that God has raised up the Moslems as He 
raised up Philistines, Syrians, Egyptians, Assyrians under Nebuchadnezzar and later Romans under Titus 
and many other destroyers throughout history. He raised them up to accomplish a work, an unbeliev-
able work; the intended outcome of which is our repentance and turning to Him.  

Jesus is the God of our fathers, if by that we mean our fathers who sought the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. When Abraham met the Angel of the Lord, he was meeting the Lord God Himself, the 
pre-incarnate Messiah. And Abraham, Isaac, Jacob all knew and walked with and served the Lord Jesus 
because they knew Him as God. When our fathers rebelled and went their own way (and this was by far 
the most prevalent practice recorded in the Bible) they were turning away from God, the Messiah and 
His will for us. Thus they were setting the pattern for Judaism for thousands of years.

What’s more, even if Torah was once God's chosen religious practice, it is not now in these days 
for those who seek to benefit from the shed Blood of the Lord Jesus. It can't be had both ways, it's either 
Jesus or something else, but never ever both together or something else above the Name that is above 
all other names.

Moreover, those who commit themselves to “Torah” should recognize that “For as many as are 
of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all 
things written in the book of the law, to perform them.’ ”  Galatians 3:10

The curses that are called upon the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 28 have come upon us in full 
as a nation. Individuals also suffer in forsaking Jesus. Many can testify to losing the joy in Jesus (or worse!) 
while pursuing religious obligations that have taken the place of God in their hearts. We just can’t make it 
on our own. And no religion can replace God successfully.

In 1 Samuel it is written that David wanted to bring the Ark of the Covenant up to Jerusalem. He 
consulted his people, but he didn’t consult God,

“…they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and 
Ahio drove the cart. And David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all their 
might, even with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals, and with trumpets.
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When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, be-
cause the oxen nearly upset it. And the anger of the LORD burned against Uzza, so He struck 
him down because he put out his hand to the ark; and he died there before God.”   
1 Chronicles 13:7-10

The reason David was unable to bring the Ark up to Jerusalem is that he didn’t know that God 
prescribed another method of transporting the Ark. Oxcarts new and fancy just would not do! God’s 
method was to carry it on poles by specially designated priests. It doesn’t matter that David didn’t know 
the right way. His motives were pure, but he didn’t do the right thing in the right way. He did it his own 
way and our own ways, nice as they may be, are not God’s ways. We should not be surprised when we 
fail. God may “break forth” upon us and we may su¬er many a≈ictions if we don’t do things God’s way. 
Jesus said, “I am the way” and if we don’t go through Him, we are going the wrong way. The Lord’s high-
way is a one way street.

But nevertheless, today the Torah emphatically cannot be practically followed neither by Jews 
nor by anybody else. The greater part of the law of Moses deals heavily with priesthood and an altar 
including animal sacrifice, and it obviously doesn't exist today. The modern practice of Judaism would 
be unrecognizable to Moses, Samuel, David or any of the great men of God of the Bible. The spirit of 
Judaism would be unrecognizable to any of the great men of faith. The voice of Jesus on the other 
hand would indeed be familiar to the great men of God of the Bible. It would be the voice that called to 
Samuel as a child, and the same voice that called to Moses from the bush, and the voice that spoke to 
the prophets and explained the Messiah.

The law of Moses offered sacrifices (and NEVER a chicken like present-day Judaism posits) year 
after year and day after day to bring the people close to God. The sacrifices had to be repeated and 
often, because the need to be cleansed was a daily matter. In other words the sacrifices of Moses were 
purposely limited in their efficacy. This is in plain contradistinction to the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross, 
a sacrifice by which it was expedient for one to die so the others wouldn’t have to, one for all and once 
for all time. 

So, we have a double dynamic. One is that the law of Moses is useless to save. The other is that 
Judaism is a perverted distortion of what God wants from us.

Ezekiel says, “And I said to their children in the wilderness, 'Do not walk in the statutes of your 
fathers, or keep their ordinances, or defile yourselves with their idols.” (Ezekiel 20:18) And again in verse 
25, “And I gave them statutes that were not good and ordinances by which they could not live.”

Anyone who names the name of Jesus (even in Hebrew translation, “Yeshua”) is only deceiv-
ing himself and others if he claims the validity of the Old Testament (the law of Moses) or other cultic 
practice.

“When He said,  ‘A new covenant,’ He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.”   
Hebrews 8:13 

Jesus said that we should BEWARE of the leaven of the Pharisees (the Rabbis, the “Sages” etc.), 
but many today go the other way; they EMBRACE the leaven of the Pharisees. The spiritual bankruptcy 



18  

of modern Judaistic cultic practice should be repented from and rebuked, rather than embraced by 
those who seek to know Christ!

Jesus said, “No one after putting his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of 
God. (Luke 9:62)” So, why do we think we are fulfilling God’s will by looking back? Are we not simply mak-
ing ourselves unfit for use in the Kingdom of God? 

An example of modern Judaism being at variance with the will of God as expressed by Jesus:

“And He said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand 
that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him; because it does not go 
into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated? “(Thus He declared all foods 
clean.)”   
Mark 7:18, 19 (emphasis supplied)

There are believers today who suppose that keeping God's word means keeping Jewish law, but 
this is not so. For example Jesus threw out kashrut when He declared definitively all foods to be clean. 
Are we more in God's will when we eat kosher food? Decidedly not! In fact when we focus on food as 
something in which God wants us to find meaning, we are in fact turning away from seeking God's face. 
We are instead actually seeking another spirit at worst, and at best being simply carnal or spiritually 
juvenile. “Food will not commend us to God” (1 Corinthians 8:8)

“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing 
that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, 
through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.”   
2 Peter 1:2, 3 (emphasis supplied)

In Him is everything that pertains to life and godliness, so why do we turn our attentions to food? 
If we, in seeking to justify ourselves. say that we recognize that our salvation is still through the blood of 
Jesus, that we are not saved by eating kosher food, we are only fulfilling our Jewish identity, we are saying 
that we find our identity someplace other than in Jesus! We fail God (and of course ourselves) because 
the life of God lies not in what we eat. Certainly godliness is not in kashrut. Let no one be deceived. We 
are turning from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ; we are turning away from God and his 
Messiah!

The issue of “mitzvot” is often translated as “good deeds”, but in actual practice means “interme-
diary practices by which we relate to God”. These can be a stumbling block. This seems to be a defining 
measure of differentiation between serving God through faith in the shed Blood of Jesus and somehow 
trying to relate to God through works. "Ultra" religious (meaning the most authentic) Judaism thrives 
on activities and even seeks to develop and promulgate new activities (i.e. new “mitzvot”). They  believe 
that the more we do the more we are pleasing to God. Old Testament type commandments or the fic-
tions of Man are not enough; Judaism is constantly devising new things to do. The New Testament says 
that Jesus did enough; we can all go home now. We can rest. 

There is an interesting example in Deuteronomy chapter 1 of the fallacious thinking that many 
people have today. Sometimes people think that if we failed to keep the commandments in the past, 
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we can somehow now go back and try to pick up where we failed and everything will be all right. But 
it never can be.

To set the stage, this is Moses’ recapitulation of what transpired immediately after the twelve 
spies returned with the bad report about the land. The people were afraid and refused to fall in line with 
God’s wonderful plan for their lives. So in anger God declared that the Children of Israel were to wander 
40 years in the desert. Upon hearing of their punishment, the people immediately got the point and 
had a great idea, repent! But God wasn’t buying any of it: 

“Then you answered and said to me, ‘We have sinned against the LORD; we will indeed go 
up and fight, just as the LORD our God commanded us.’ And every man of you girded on his 
weapons of war, and regarded it as easy to go up into the hill country.  And the LORD said 
to me,  ‘Say to them,  “Do not go up, nor fight, for I am not among you; lest you be defeated 
before your enemies.”’ “So I spoke to you, but you would not listen. Instead you re-
belled against the command of the LORD, and acted presumptuously and went up 
into the hill country. “And the Amorites who lived in that hill country came out against you, 
and chased you as bees do, and crushed you from Seir to Hormah. “Then you returned 
and wept before the LORD; but the LORD did not listen to your voice, nor give ear to 
you.”  
Deuteronomy 1:41-45 (emphasis supplied)

They had their chance. They had their choice and they made the wrong one. Now if God didn’t 
give a second chance to our fathers in the desert, what will He do after he has warned us many times 
over many years and we still rebelled? (see for example, Jeremiah 7:25, “Since the day that your fathers 
came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising 
early and sending them.”) There is no going back now. Only forward. Into the loving arms of Jesus. 

The point is that we have rejected the first covenant; now we cannot say, “Ok. We won’t serve 
idols. We’ll wear fringes on our clothes etc. and the Lord only we will serve.” But we turned away from 
God and so God has made a new covenant. That covenant in the Blood of the Lord Jesus is the only cov-
enant that God will honor in these days. Our discussion is not between two covenants; that has already 
been decided. As will be discussed later, there is no present ability to fulfill our part of any first or Mosaic 
covenant. There is no temple and no scripturally functioning priesthood. God put an end to that and 
made with us, and all mankind, a NEW covenant as per his famous and fabulous promise in Jeremiah 31. 
But there are those who till today are like lost sheep, going astray even from the glorious new covenant 
in His Blood to follow an occult and strange religion that no matter how much one does, it is never 
enough for the taskmasters.
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Chapter 4 | Where did Judaism come from?

The practice of Judaism today has ancient roots to be sure. It is said that Judaism goes back to 
Moses on the summit of Mt. Sinai, but it bears more resemblance to the other ceremony at Mt. Sinai, the 
Golden Calf. We said we were worshiping God through the golden calf, but we were deceiving ourselves 
then, and we continued to deceive ourselves throughout our entire history. Judaism is the religion of the 
Jews. But it is not the religion of any covenant established by God with the children of Israel.

And speaking of the Golden Calf, the Mt. Sinai version is by no means the only time we turned 
to the same idol. The Biblical history of the Children of Israel is the history of our turning to our own 
devices including heavy Golden Calf worship. In fact I have often asked myself, “to what extent is the 
Golden Calf and Baal worship of the Old Testament “Proto-Judaism”? But more about this interesting 
subject later.

Archeologists tell us that from the artifacts of their excavations in Israel they cannot distinguish 
Canaanite from Israelite cultures. The lifestyle of the people of God was indistinguishable from the life-
style of their neighbors, both in day to day living and in their horrific religious practice. This picture of 
mixture is an astounding view of what our past and present are as a nation, a culture and for those who 
practice Judaism, a religion. We mixed with the profane cultures to such an extent that we cannot be 
distinguished from the profane both then and now.

From the time that Israel wandered for forty years in the desert, we have been prone to assuming 
the practices of our enemies. The Bible is so replete with examples of our lusting after foreign gods that 
it might be subtitled, “The History of the Rebellion of the Jewish People”. Examples include (but are not 
limited to) the incident of Baal Peor (”So Israel joined themselves to Baal of Peor, and the LORD was angry 
against Israel.”  Num. 25:3), the entire book of Judges, every one of the "major" and "minor" Prophets, Elijah 
against Ahab, Jezebel and the 400 prophets of Baal, King Solomon's later years and many other examples 
including most of the kings of Israel and Judah. We constantly provoked God to anger then and now with 
cultic practices of our own. These practices were often very cunning, bloody and wicked. So God gave us 
up to the plunderers (Isaiah 42:24).

It is written that God wanted to decimate the Canaanite civilizations for their wickedness and 
He used the Israelites to do so. In fact He waited until the Canaanite wickedness was complete so He 
would be justified in wiping them out culturally. But of course the Israelites didn't wipe them out, but 
rather absorbed and promoted their wicked practice as their own. We became idol worshipers along 
with assuming to ourselves all their weird associated practices. For example we caused our children to 

"pass through the fire". We had temple prostitutes both in the "high places" and even in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. We even had homosexual male prostitutes in the Temple in Jerusalem (”And there were also 
male cult prostitutes in the land:

 “They did according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD dispossessed 
before the sons of Israel.” 
1Kings 14:24 

and, 
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“He also put away the male cult prostitutesfrom the land, and removed all the idols which 
his fathers had made.”  
1Kings 15:12).

We became like those whom God wanted to destroy. So inevitably God, after hundreds of years 
of pleading with us, also destroyed us. He destroyed us in stages, first having us to be whittled away by 
raiders and then culminating in the destruction of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC and then 
the southern kingdom of Judah in 586. After this we were restored by the Hand of God through Cyrus, 
but we somehow still didn't understand. We each of us went his own way and again we were destroyed. 
It should be clear that where there is national destruction, it is necessarily preceded by national falling 
away from God. We turned our back on Him and He turned against us. 

“And this house will become a heap of ruins; everyone who passes by will be astonished and 
hiss and say,  ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ “And they will 
say,  ‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, and adopted other gods and worshiped them and served them, therefore the LORD 
has brought all this adversity on them.’” 
1Kings 9:8, 9

This was the foretold pattern in the Bible and the pattern continues until today. As it says in 
Deuteronomy,

“And all the nations shall say,  ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land? Why this great 
outburst of anger?’ “Then men shall say, Because they forsook the covenant of the LORD, 
the God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them out of the land 
of Egypt. And they went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they 
have not known and whom He had not allotted to them. Therefore, the anger of the LORD 
burned against that land, to bring upon it every curse which is written in this book” 
Deuteronomy 29:24-27 (emphasis supplied)

The Holocaust is only part of the curse that does not come without a cause (Like a sparrow in its 
flitting, like a swallow in its flying, So a curse without cause does not alight.  Proverbs 26:2). 

In Leviticus 26 and again in Deuteronomy 28 God said He would destroy us if we would fall 
away. In the past we engaged in wicked practices from which we have never repented, and it seems 
clear that we are continuing in wicked practices that keeps the Jewish people far from God. We have 
the prescribed punishment, so we must have the proscribed sin! As it says in Jeremiah:

“And it shall come about when they say, “why has the Lord our God done all these things to 
us?” then you shall say tho them, “As you have forsaken Me and served foreign gods in your 
land, so you shall serve strangers in a land that is not yours.”  
 Jeremiah 5:19

And again:
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“Why is the land ruined, laid waste like a desert, so that no one passes through?  And the 
LORD said,  “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have not 
obeyed My voice nor walked according to it, but have walked after the stubbornness of their 
heart and after the Ba’als, as their fathers taught them,”  
Jeremiah 9:12b-14

So we should be clear about this. It wasn’t merely the wickedness of the gentiles in every age that 
caused us such continual great suffering. Our suffering is from the hand of God Himself:

“Who gave Jacob up for spoil, and Israel to plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom 
we have sinned, And in whose ways they were not willing to walk, And whose law they did 
not obey. So He poured out on him the heat of His anger And the fierceness of battle; And 
it set him aflame all around, Yet he did not recognize it; And it burned him, but he paid no 
attention.”   
Isaiah 42:24, 25

Modern Judaism is no less wicked than ancient Ba’al worship. Those who are intimately ac-
quainted with sincere modern practice of Judaism are surely aware of the profoundly occult nature of 
the religion. Everything from talismans to fingernail clippings have imputed spiritual force. In Jerusalem 
hucksters sell scarlet threads with the promise that the wearer will incur unspecified blessing and im-
proved health and income. All this is at the expense of the very Word of God (the Bible) which is heavily 
discounted in favor of the Talmud (which was only finished about the year 300 AD or later!) The Talmud 
is the original replacement theology. When religious Jews talk about Torah, it should be known that 
they mostly mean the Talmud (Torah sh'be'al pe). They DO NOT GENERALLY MEAN THE LAW OF MOSES 
nor the Prophets nor any part of the written Word of God.

And as far as keeping the eternal commandments of God, I have to ask, "What in fact are the 
eternal commandments of God?”

 “And I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descen-
dants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 
because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and 
My laws.”   
Genesis 26:4, 5 (emphasis supplied)

The above Scripture says that Abraham kept God's commandments, statutes and laws. But did 
Abraham our father wear fringes on his garments, or eat on separate dishes for milk and meat, "study", 
or refrain from commerce or lighting a fire on Saturday? Abraham lived BEFORE these command-
ments were given. Clearly Judaism is not the religion of Abraham. God's laws and commandments are 
summed up by one word that is valid for all eternity: LOVE. Is it possible to keep all the laws of Judaism 
and still not love? Certainly so! Is it possible to love and break the laws of Judaism? Well, again it's like 
Jesus said,

“Not what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this 
defiles the man.”   
Matt. 15:11
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It’s about what comes out of the mouth. And that doesn’t mean formulaic prayers. When the 
prophets called on the nation of Israel to return to God, it was always to return to a righteousness quite 
apart from religious observance. 

“For wicked men are found among my people. They watch like fowlers lying in wait; they set 
a trap, they catch men. “Like a cage full of birds, so their houses are full of deceit; therefore 
they have become great and rich. They are fat, they are sleek. They also excel in deeds of 
wickedness; they do not plead the cause, the cause of the orphan, that they may prosper; 
and they do not defend the rights of the poor. Shall I not punish these” declares the Lord, 

‘On a nation such as this shall I not avenge Myself!’”  
Jeremiah 5:26-31

and again,

“…Hear the word of the Lord, o king of Judah, who sits on David’s throne, you and your ser-
vants and your people who enter these gates. Thus says the Lord, “Do justice and righteous-
ness, and deliver the one who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor. Also do not 
mistreat or do violence to the stranger, the orphan, or the widow; and do not shed innocent 
blood in this place.”  
Jeremiah 22:2,3

No lighting candles nor recitations. No wearing boxes, wigs, long fringes nor religious practice 
of any kind. A plaintive call to love. And an implied call to forsake the practice of abortion. But that is 
another discussion.
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Chapter 5 | The congenital nature of our sin

We were enslaved in Egypt for four hundred and thirty years. During this time we became trans-
formed from an extended family of 72 persons to a nation of many hundreds of thousands of individuals. 
Moses met face to face with God, but as a nation we turned away repeatedly. We did not trust God, so we 
complained against Him and against His anointed, Moses. Our turning away had dramatic expression in the 
incident of the Golden Calf.

We have loved the Golden Calf for many hundreds of years. When we conquered the land of 
Canaan, we set up Golden Calves. Jeroboam set up two, one in Bethel and one in Dan.

“And now they sin more and more, And make for themselves molten imag-
es, Idols skillfully made from their silver, All of them the work of craftsmen. They 
say of them, "Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!”   Hosea 13:2

Time and time again we turned to wicked practices. We in fact HAVE NEVER STOPPED.

“He also drove out the nations before them, And He apportioned them for an inheritance by 
measurement, And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. Yet they tempted and rebelled 
against the Most High God, And did not keep His testimonies, But turned back and acted treach-
erously like their fathers; They turned aside like a treacherous bow.  For they provoked Him with 
their high places, And aroused His jealousy with their graven images.  When God heard, He was 
filled with wrath, And greatly abhorred Israel;”  
Psalm 78:55-59

and again:

“Although I trained and strengthened their arms, Yet they devise evil against Me. 
They turn, but not upward, They are like a deceitful bow; Their princes will fall by 
the sword, because of the insolence of their tongue.”  Hosea 7:15-16a, b

The “insolence of their tongue” might refer to the Oral Law. Furthermore, the image of a "deceit-
ful bow" shows the congenital nature of our turning away. In a good and useful bow the striations of 
the wood grain all run in the same direction. This gives it strength and focus. A deceitful bow, however, 
was one where the grain would have a strand that twisted or ran crosswise to the natural flow of the 
grain. This is beautiful in furniture or musical instruments (e.g. “birdseye maple”), but in a weapon of 
war it was a lethal failure. While the bow remained unstrung, the flaw couldn't be detected, but when 
tension was put on the bow while stringing or by shooting an arrow, the cross grain would cause the 
bow to twist. It became useless for the purpose for which it was intended.

The branch had grown for years with a cross grain and it couldn't be seen from the outside until 
it was proven by putting tension on it. That's the way the Jewish people have been. When we get to 
a point where we are pressed and need God, we somehow twist. We don't turn to God, we turn to a 
distortion. We have done this at least since the Golden Calf at Sinai, and we continued doing this all 
throughout our Biblical history and we are continuing to do this till today.
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Chapter 6 | Some Cultic Artifacts and Their Spiritual Significance

The First Synagogue

I have had an interest in the origin of things since I was in high school. When I was 15 or 16 I 
had to know where the English language came from (India), and what was the first book in English 
(Beowulf ). In college I had a deep desire to find the first Blues man (Charlie Patton). Towards the end 
of my college years I needed to know the origin of God, i.e. what is the original Real God. So I began 
what may be called a search for God. I thought it must be in what I thought was the “original” Orthodox 
Judaism and practiced the best I knew. But then it became clear to me that Judaism didn't satisfy and 
“coincidentally” someone suggested that I could actually ask God and He would show me. So, one day 
I indeed asked Him and an intense relationship began. I became seized by Him and have remained 
seized ever since.

The same question, “What was the first…” also came to my mind several years ago. I became 
fascinated with the question of where was the first synagogue. Where did the concept and the 
practice of synagogue worship come from. Synagogues are not mentioned in the Torah (quite the 
contrary!). I discovered that the common wisdom is that after the first dispersion of Judah in 586 
BC, the Jewish people found themselves in Babylon without a Temple and so transferred their reli-
gious practice from Temple service to Synagogue service. They called it a “mishkan katan”. But some-
thing about this answer wasn't enough. I suspected that the practice went back further than that.

It occurred to me one day that Jeroboam used exactly the same logic of the “mishkan katan” for 
establishing his heretical High Places.

“And Jeroboam said in his heart, ‘Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. If this 
people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this 
people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and 
return to Rehoboam king of Judah.’  So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, 
and he said to them, ‘It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, 
that brought you up from the land of Egypt.’  And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put 
in Dan.  Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far 
as Dan.  And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people 
who were not of the sons of Levi.  And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on 
the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; 
thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in 
Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made.  Then he went up to the altar which 
he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which 
he had devised in his own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel, and went up 
to the altar to burn incense. “ 
1 Kings 12:26-33

The High Places of Jeroboam were proto-Synagogues! And the converse is also true; the syna-
gogues of today are very much like the High Places that were the loci of our ancient sin. Today the 
Rabbis are afraid that the people will indeed return to David (the Messiah), so they promote a religion 
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in competition with Him. To be sure the synagogue has changed over the years, but nevertheless the 
basis for the establishment of synagogue practice was founded in the occult practices of our ancestors. 
Which leads to the partially true claim that Judaism is the religion of our fathers. But NOT the practice 
of the even more seminal Patriarchs and true prophets. Judaism has a long history, but unfortunately it 
is the history of backsliding and apostasy.

One day I saw in the Hebrew the word for High Place. I was stunned! The Hebrew term for “High 
Place” is “Beit Bamot”. The word “Bima” is the singular form of the word “Bamot” and a bima is the central 
architectural feature of every synagogue. It is the “stage” where all the “action” happens such as the 
reading of the Torah and the “reader” or other leader reads or leads the service from the “bima”. Vestigial 
though it may be, the bima of the modern synagogue is a direct artifact of the forbidden cultic high 
place of old. This is no place for a true worshiper of God!

“Then I said to them, What is the high place to which you go? So its name is called Bamah 
to this day. Therefore, say to the house of Israel,  Thus says the Lord GOD, Will you defile 
yourselves after the manner of your fathers and play the harlot after their detest-
able things?“  
Ezekiel 20:29, 30 (emphasis supplied)

There are those who say that Jesus attended the Synagogue and thus He gave legitimacy to 
Judaism. He also mingled with prostitutes, but He didn’t by this endorse prostitution! In Proverbs it is 
written “…the eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding the evil and the good.” Jesus being in the 
synagogue doesn’t legitimize a believer’s attendance. Not unless they are preaching and lifting up the 
Name of Jesus…in which case they will be thrown out!

I have even heard it said, “Jesus didn’t have the New Testament, and we don’t need it ei-
ther.” Now, lest the reader think that these are simply  fringe elements who come up with these 
grotesque opinions, let me assure you that these and many other perverse conjectures are from 
people who are considered reasonable people; some are considered to be pillars of their Christian 
communities. 

Simply put, these and other attempts to avoid hearing the voice of God are apostasy. Let there 
be no mistake. Rejecting God’s word is dangerous business. Anything that denies the centrality of the 
person of Jesus in the believer’s life is going on that broad road that leads to destruction. Closing our 
eyes to apostasy merely perpetuates that apostasy and denies us the most easily accessible means of 
godliness, being confirmed to the image of Christ!

As much as denial may rear it’s ugly head, Judaism and Jesus do not coexist well. (Jews and 
Jesus is something else altogether.) Eventually those who try to force the two divergent streams to-
gether reach a place where a decision will have to be made, either Jesus and life or another arrange-
ment altogether. I used to be seen as alarmist to make such a radical claim, but as time goes by, more 
people and even entire churches backslide and forsake the Lord Jesus for the claims of Judaism, just 
like the children of Israel in the Bible with the attendant disastrous consequences. Experimenting 
with introducing other doctrines that little by little push Jesus off center stage will lead to shipwreck 
and disaster.
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Worship in Spirit and in Truth?

So much for the packaging, but what about the content. It is claimed that the prayers of Judaism 
are mostly from the Psalms and other Scripture and whatever is otherwise is either an exception or is 
in any case also worship of God the Father. But this also is spurious. The spirit of Judaism is not the 
spirit of Jesus. Jesus said we would worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth. That Judaism defines itself, 
practically speaking as whatever is NOT a claim of the New Testament Jesus is telling. For example the 
Thirteen Articles of Faith of Maimonides emphatically gives a clear rebuttal to any notion that there is 
any confluence between Judaism and Christianity; it is claimed that God has no physical representation 
among other spurious claims. In the prayer “Adon Olam” it is specifically said that He has no body mean-
ing that God can't be found in Jesus who obviously does have a body. Likewise there is similar rejection 
of basic Christian beliefs in the otherwise beautiful hymn, “Yidgal” and others.

Moreover, outside the synagogue the everyday life of the observant is filled with occult practice. 
The “Ultra-Orthodox” believe that demons infect/infest one’s fingernails while one sleeps, so they must 
be washed away upon awakening by dipping the effected fingernails three times in running water. 
Fingernail trimmings likewise are believed to cause female problems and therefore must be disposed 
of carefully lest a woman step on a fallen fingernail. Amulets with what can only be called magic pow-
ers abound. In fact it is a major scandal in Israel that rabbis give "blessed" amulets in exchange for votes 
at election time (such is the credibility of these amulets). The mezuzah is also an amulet considered 
to have special powers to heal and provide income and “blessing”. But this is nothing but shamanism! 
Lighting candles is part and parcel of many occult religions including Catholicism and Buddhism. If 
we maintain that we have access to God through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, then to go to the 
throne of God through any other intermediary is witchcraft. Judaism is rife with occult practice and as 
such has no place in the affections of a believer in Jesus the Messiah. And we can’t say that we practice 
non-Rabbinic Judaism, because Rabbinic Judaism is the only kind of Judaism that there is! The only 
worthwhile alternative is Jesus Himself as a man seated at the right hand of God in heaven.

Cultural Artifacts or “But what about us as Jews culturally?”

A friend, C, once lead a young Israeli, A, to Jesus. It was a joyful experience. “A” had the joy of 
the Lord and wasn’t ashamed to let people know. But one day he complained, “C, your culture is differ-
ent than mine; your music is different” C asked, “What music is your culture?” He thught about it for a 
minute and said, “Your music is more like ‘country music’ (he meant of course gospel music). My music 
is…the BEATLES!” 

Those who think that Jewish music is minor key “Davidic” music are prisoners of a preconcep-
tion. I think we need to recognize that God doesn’t favor one culture above another. “Jewish culture” is 
not only foreign to most Jews, it is also foreign to God. In general it might be said that the culture that 
we most naturally express is the culture of our hearts and the one that God has endorsed for us (except-
ing of course a culture of sin).

It isn't healthy to be held hostage to a deceiving spirit. In an effort to be “more Catholic than 
the Pope” (you should forgive the expression). Many people falsely try to validate for our non-believing 
Jewish friends and family et. al. what is irrelevant, that Jesus is Jewish and therefore appropriate for us 
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especially as Jews. This may be a true claim, but unless He is accepted for Who He Is, no matter what, he 
is not worthy of acceptance at all. We come to know him as He is, as the center of the universe on His 
own terms, or we hold him at arm's length and don't know Him at all! Questions of culture are totally 
subsumed when we come face to face with the God who dwells in unapproachable light. That is the 
only gospel worth preaching. All other questions are not worthy of consideration.

There is also what might be called “The Patty Hearst problem ” The Stockholm Syndrome, where-
by we are held hostage to the claims of the hostage takers (in this case Judaism and practitioners there-
of ), and somehow after a while we come to have sympathy with them even to the point of embracing 
the claims of the enemy at the expense of the Only Real Thing!

I think the argument that we don't stop being Jews with all that that implies culturally is disin-
genuous. I've noticed that often the ones most eager to get in touch with their roots are the ones who 
had NOT previously been observant or particularly culturally connected. The paleness of Judaism (and 
all religion) in comparison to the Absolute and Total Glory of the Real Thing Messiah properly renders 
all else obsolete (and this is the finding of the Scripture in Hebrews 10:9). Beside Jesus, it's all DREK! So 
who would want it anyway? Mostly those who think they might have missed something. I think it's our 
job to tell them that those who have Jesus haven't missed anything of value and certainly Judaism has 
no positive spiritual value when stacked against the amazing, wonderful and above all TRUE claims of 
the Lord Jesus the true Messiah who came in the flesh. “In HIM is everything that pertains to life and 
godliness!.” (2 Peter 1:3)

It's not that there isn't any spiritual comfort in Judaism. And this is exactly the problem. There 
is indeed spiritual comfort, but of the kind that there is in the occult or even in drugs. Why do we seek 
the comfort in religion that we should be getting from God Himself through Jesus? Those who will be 
comforted today by Judaism, will have had their reward on earth. But in eternity God will want to know 
why you rejected Jesus. And it won’t be enough to say that you were tempted. The comfort of the world 
will be cold comfort indeed.

Judaism is like the Bronze Serpent. (”He removed the high places and broke down the sacred pil-
lars and cut down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until 
those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan.”  2Kings 18:4). God gave 
it to us to save us (not that He gave Judaism per se, but the Torah). But we took it and worshipped it and 
it became an idol. Judaism is big on everything but the important. Only the essential (the great Sine Qua 
Non of the ages) is excluded. So God destroyed it. The Bronze Serpent had to be destroyed and in the 
same way, perhaps, Judaism has to be brought down in order for us to be central with the essential. We 
are here to recognize and to give witness to the fact that all else, all the cultural trappings are worthless, 
and only the Essence of Heaven is worthy of our attentions.

Is this “self-hating”? Well, in a sense it is. As it is written:

"And you will know that I am the Lord, when I bring you into the land of Israel, into the land 
which I swore to give to your forefathers. And there you will remember your ways and all 
your deeds, with which you have defiled yourselves; and you will loathe yourselves in your 
own sight for all the evil things that you have done."  
Ezekiel 20:42,43
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I believe that we are accepted in the Beloved. And I believe we need to repent, to turn away from 
the sins of our fathers. All the “wisdom” of the fathers is worthless as we only find our acceptance IN JESUS. 
All other cultural practice is in competition with Him. This needs to be repented from, not turned to. And I 
believe the day will come when Israel will come to repent of the shame of the Baals and all the other self-
righteous practice that we have indulged in for so long. We will loathe ourselves with a sorrow that leads 
to repentance and the Glory of God will fill our souls.

Why is religion dangerous: a dynamic of destruction

When Jesus said to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, He wasn't being anti-Semitic. The 
teaching of Judaism is antithetical to knowing God and here's how it works. 

Everybody knows that carbon monoxide is poisonous, but it's more accurate to say that CO kills 
by mimicry rather than being itself toxic. The body needs to void carbon dioxide (CO2), which is a natu-
rally occurring by-product, to live. The blood brings fresh oxygen (O2) to the cells and carries away the 
waste, the CO2. If the blood cannot carry away the CO2 (the carbon dioxide), then the body can't take on 
more oxygen and so suffocates and dies. Carbon monoxide is chemically very similar to carbon dioxide. 
The red blood cells are chemically deceived into taking on the CO (carbon MONoxide) and then don't 
have room for the CO2 (carbon DIoxide). So the natural process of removing the CO2 is preempted by 
the unnatural bonding of the (you'll forgive the pun?) near carbon copy. Death by suffocation results 
from the mimicry .

In the same way, Judaism (and all religion for that matter) looks to be like serving God, but it 
isn't. It robs us of the opportunity to bond with God, to speak to Him, to know Him, to love Him, to serve 
Him, to honor Him, to be with Him in the garden. The teaching of the Pharisees (Judaism) is poisonous 
for believers. Either we have Jesus and His life, or we have something else and we die. 

“See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, accord-
ing to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than 
according to Christ.” 
Colossians 2:8
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Chapter 7 | Judaism and the occult

It's very interesting that Judaism accommodates, in fact is even very comfortable with the oc-
cult. Besides “blessed” amulets, potions, incantations, curses (and blessings too) there is also very heavy 
astrological content. The common expression “mazel tov” (usually translated as congratulations) liter-
ally means something like, “may your horoscope (astrological sign) be found in favorable position in 
the stars”. This is also true for the expression “besha'ah tova” which has similar astrological connota-
tions. The astrological graphology (the fish, the scorpion, the virgin etc.) was also a favorite motif for 
synagogue decoration during Talmudic times as shown by archeological samples in the Israel Museum, 
excavations at Tsipori and other sites and remains popular today.

“You also took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the images 
which you made to worship them. I also will remove you beyond Babylon.” 
Acts 7:43

“Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for forty years, O 
house of Israel? You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your images, the star 
of your gods which you made for yourselves.  Therefore, I will make you go into exile beyond 
Damascus, says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.”  
Amos 5:25-27

In exile we have been lo these many many years because we have persisted in our sin. Now I ask 
you: is this occult religion any practice that a believer in the Messiah Yeshua should engage in? Exile is a 
curse, but believers have been delivered from the curse. So why do we embrace the demonic practices 
of the exile? And lest you say that we ourselves don't engage in those practices, I say

“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump 
of dough? Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact 
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.”  
1Corinthians 5:6,7

and

“A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.”  
Galatians 5:9

 Something else bothers me. The traditional eating of chicken on Friday nights and holidays. Not 
that I have anything against eating chicken. But chicken is used as a replacement for the weekly lamb 
sacrifice of the Temple, which would obviously conflict with the validity of the propitiary sacrifice of 
Jesus. I believe it’s a vestigial remnant of a Sabbath Temple sacrifice. The chicken, which is also used (by 
swinging it around one’s head a certain number of times) to take away the sin of the believer on Yom 
Kippur, is a replacement for the biblical lamb. The rabbis substituted the chicken, shall we say for conve-
nience, when it became clear that there would no longer be a Temple and it’s sacrifices. The three daily 
prayer times (Shaharit, Minha and Maariv) are designed to substitute for the Temple daily sacrifice. If the 
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Gospel were to be written today, John the Baptist might be forced to say, “Behold the chicken of God 
who takes away the sins of the world”! A perversion of the scripture if ever there was one. The chicken 
was substituted for the lamb supposedly because of the unavailability of lambs during the dispersion 
and also because one of the words in Hebrew for rooster is “gever” which also means “man”. The non-
scriptural substituting of man (and his great ideas viz. the golden calf, the Talmud et. al.) where the God 
of Israel should be is exactly the problem that the Children of Israel have had since Egypt.

Brothers and sisters, we may have the Lamb or we can have the chicken, but we can’t have both. 
The spiritual air that supports faith in the Lamb of God is incompatible with the poisonous atmosphere 
that substitutes the counterfeit chicken sacrifice. And again, even if we don’t participate in this voodoo-
like practice, believers in the atonement of Jesus as the lamb of God ought not to be connected with a 
religion that does. We wouldn’t condone a Moslem praying to Allah as well as claiming to be born-again, 
would we? Or sit in the Lotus Position or other Zen, or Yoga position while praying to Jesus, would we? 
These are practices to be repented of, and Judaism also has practices that reveal it to be a religion that, 
for believers in Jesus, ought to be discarded.

“…I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order 
that I may gain Christ.” 
Philippians 3:8

“For many walk of whom I often told you and now tell you even weeping that they are en-
emies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction whose god is their appetite and whose 
glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.” 
Philippians 3:18,19

When Paul says “I count all things to be loss” he means (from the context of Philippians 3) his 
cultural background. The writer of more books of the Bible than any other single writer (fourteen Books 
if you count Hebrews) looked forward to Christ and not back to a carnal and useless background.

Another example of our turning glory to shame is the use of candles to enhance religious feel-
ing/experience. In many occult religions, be it Buddhism or Catholicism or American Indian ritual, can-
dles (or fire of whatever origin) somehow expresses worship. What does this have to do with the life 
and light of Jesus? Where is it written that He commanded us to light Sabbath (or any other) candles 
in our homes? It isn't written in the Bible, but somehow it brings spiritual comfort; the only question is 

“what spirit is it?” I don't believe that it is the Holy Spirit of the God of Israel. We have Jesus who dwells 
in unapproachable light; why do we need the pale and fading glow of candles!

I could go on about “kavanah” in prayer and the wearing of the talit and or t’fillin, the supersti-
tions, and other extra “spiritual” practices of Judaism that are foreign to the life that is in Christ. Suffice 
it to say that it seems that if Jesus were enough, we wouldn't be having the need to entertain spirits 
foreign to Him and foreign to us as called-out ones who have known Him and have received His won-
derful Holy Spirit.

One last example of the occult nature of Judaism that believers in the shed Blood of Jesus should 
find intolerable is the theory that our sins may be outweighed by our good deeds. On Rosh Hashana our 
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good deeds are supposedly put onto an imaginary scale and hopefully balance with our bad deeds by 
Yom Kippur. That is to say that we can avoid punishment for our sins if we do an equal or greater num-
ber of good deeds such as giving to charity, saying prayers, or learning and other “mitzvot”. Obviously 
this is not from Jesus because faith in His atoning sacrifice and being born again as a New Creation is 
the only way to eliminate sin for believers in Jesus. Moreover there is no biblical support for such a be-
lief as balancing bad deeds with good. But the point is that the balancing act of Judaism is nothing but 
the Buddhist doctrine of Karma. Judaism has more in common with occult religions than with either 
the Old or New Testaments or the Spirit of Jesus. Messianic Judaism, Messianic Buddhism—what’s the 
difference? Most believers in Jesus from whatever background would never countenance holding to 
the occult along with Jesus. When we repent, these are the kind of things that we should be repenting 
from!

So, let's turn to Jesus and let Him cleanse us from our proclivity to sin. (”Therefore, since we have 
so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which 
so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us ” Hebrews 12:1). He 
will, as we know, “in no wise cast us out”. He loves us desperately and wants us to cling to Him, to seek 
Him, to know Him, to love Him, to serve Him, to walk with Him and to worship Him and Him only and to 
let Him save us. As Paul says, “I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers 
did (not the sinning ones, but obviously the Patriarchs who lived before we came up with religion), as I 
constantly remember you in my prayers night and day.” 2 Timothy 1:3
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Chapter 8 | Judaism, a vestigial Egyptian cultic slave religion

Our experience in Egypt was THE defining experience of our entire history as a people. What we 
picked up in Egypt followed us all throughout our history. The Golden Calf on Mt. Sinai was an artifact of 
Egyptian religious practice. That Pharaoh was also a deity was transmitted to us in the form of “Gedolim” 
(Great Ones) and “Sages” who's word until today carries more weight with us than even the written Word 
of God. We also have until today taskmasters that exact from us labor and give us laws that are burden-
some.  On Shabbat we wait for the elevator to stop on every floor (or walk up flights of stairs) rather than 

“ignite a fire”. We never miss a chance to labor under an exacting god who is not even the God of the Bible! 
We are still Egyptians in our hearts!

Jews today have a problem with Jesus, because we have always had a problem with God's will in 
our lives. We rejected Him and His will throughout our Biblical history as well as our post-Biblical history. 
The Bible is the record of our rebellion, so is it any wonder that Jesus the Messiah, the Holy One sent 
from God is also spurned? We have always favored our own devices at the expense of God's wonderful 
will for us, and till today we turn to our old old Egyptian ways rather than turning to God's solution, His 
Beloved Son.

We, as believers in Jesus the Messiah, are called for purity and devotion to Him.

“But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led 
astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches 
another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have 
not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”   
2 Corinthians 11:3, 4

Any affection other than affection for Jesus is rebellion against God. To know Jesus is to know 
God. Eating kosher and/or ethnic food, wearing religious articles of clothing, lighting candles, reciting 
formulaic blessings and prayers are all distractions from the “simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ”.  
And anybody who subscribes to the value of such cultic practice is preaching “a different spirit” (differ-
ent from the Holy Spirit, i.e. a demon), and is cut off from the life of God. 
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Chapter 9 | Why isn't Judaism mentioned in the Bible? Or is it after all?! Some 
random thoughts…

Israel has been a covenant making people. Israel has also been a covenant breaking people.

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD,  “when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with 
their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,“ declares the LORD. “ 
Jeremiah 31:31, 32 (emphasis supplied) 

The New Covenant in Jesus is in contradistinction to the Covenant that God made with us on 
Sinai. That covenant was broken by Israel a long time ago repeatedly and over many hundreds of years. 
We forsook our relationship with God through that covenant by turning aside to other gods and we 
have continued that rebellion by going our own way until today.

“Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers On the day when I took them by the 
hand To lead them out of the land of Egypt; For they did not continue in My covenant, And I 
did not care for them, says the Lord.” 
Hebrews 8:9  (quoting Jeremiah 31)

There is also the covenant that God made with Abraham. The Abrahamic covenant is distinct 
from the Mosaic covenant because it only had one requirement of us, circumcision. Otherwise, God ful-
filled the requirements for both parties to the covenant. I don't believe that the New Covenant which is 
in Jesus (the one spoken of in Jeremiah 31) sets aside the Abrahamic covenant whereas it emphatically 
does set aside the Mosaic covenant.

“When He said,  ‘A new covenant,’ He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. “ 
Hebrews 8:13

God’s relationship with man through the Mosaic covenant has indeed disappeared. Today there 
is neither Temple nor sacrifice nor many vestiges of that old covenant. God has made it so. The disper-
sion is not an act (solely) of Man (not Romans, nor Assyrians nor any other nation); it could have only 
been by the hand of God (as says Josephus) as likewise the present-day ingathering is not by the hand 
of man.

“Then you will know that I am the LORD when I have dealt with you for My name’s sake, 
not according to your evil ways or according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel, 
declares the Lord GOD.’” 
 Ezekiel 20:44 (emphasis supplied)

As nice and humanistic as our ways are, God says they are evil and corrupt! Why are our ways 
described as evil and corrupt? When Paul speaks of his heart's desire (and by implication, the desire of 
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God’s heart) for his brethren in Romans 10, he is addressing Judaism much as it is practiced today. He 
says, 

“For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowl-
edge. For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they 
did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.”  
Romans 10:2, 3

Friends, anybody who embraces Judaism in whole or in part is not subjecting themselves to 
the righteousness of God. It seems pretty clear, it’s either self-righteousness in some form or it’s the 
righteousness of God. But what is the righteousness of God? A little further in Romans 10 Paul gives us 
the answer,

“…that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in 
righteousness…”  
Romans 10:9,10a

How much religious practice is there in these verses? ZERO! But there are mountains of faith and the 
righteousness of God that is by that faith. But of the spirit and practice of Judaism there is none. In fact those 
who think there is something holy about Judaism should try asking a rabbi if he believes that God raised 
Jesus from the dead. If the answer is no (and they don’t let rabbis answer any other way), then the result is 
NOT righteousness! 

But why is Judaism so appealing? There is a fascination with what appears to be a deep, focused, 
intense, involved and involving religion. The problem is that Jesus is not in the center. The focus is on 
what we do, i.e. “works”, rather than on the works of God (Jesus … said to them,  “This is the work of God, 
that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”  John 6:29). Like Paul says, there is "zeal without knowledge" 
(meaning knowledge of God). Is it possible to be fastidious about, for example, wearing special under-
garments, or washing one’s fingernails three times upon awaking and still be far from God? Or likewise, 
is it possible to be close to God in terms of hearing His voice (Spirit), but apart from the practices of 
Judaism? Obviously so.

But how can there be no knowledge when a major tenet is study?

“For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed 
down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” 
2 Tim. 3:6, 7 (emphasis supplied)

Judaism has posited “study” as a holy practice by which we are saved, but has never been able 
to come to the knowledge of the Truth. If Jesus is the Truth (“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father, but through Me.  John 14:6), then it is clear that Judaism, confirmed in it’s 
rejection of Jesus has also rejected the truth. 
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We need to differentiate between knowledge of God and what can only be called carnal knowl-
edge, i.e. the kind of knowledge that makes us feel good, but doesn’t lead to God. According to 1 
Corinthians 8:1, “knowledge makes arrogant.”. Arrogance is not Godliness. Arrogance is what we have 
when we have knowledge without having Jesus. Knowledge according to 1 Corinthians 8:1 is in contra-
distinction to love. Love is spiritual knowledge. Love is what we have when we let Jesus live through us. 
The knowledge that makes us arrogant is what we have when we have the knowledge that doesn’t lead 
to God, but rather leads to self gratification and the pride and arrogance that results.

As “man is the measure of all things” in classical western thought (according to the ancient Greek 
philosopher Protagoras), perhaps Judaism is appealing because of “the commandments and teachings 
of men.”

 “If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were 
living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  ‘Do not handle, do not taste, 
do not touch!’  (which all refer to things destined to perish with the using) — in accordance 
with the commandments and teachings of men? These are matters that have, to be sure, 
the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment 
of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.”   
Colossians 2:20, 23

There is indeed in Judaism (as in all religion, it seems) “the appearance of wisdom”. But closer ex-
amination shows that the God of the Universe, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David and the 
Prophets is otherwise engaged. God is less interested in what goes into our mouths than what comes 
out of our mouths. God is not interested in our involvement with the occult (through Kabbala and other 
mystic studies). God is not interested in our relating to Him through our deeds. No good thing dwells in 
the flesh (Romans 7:18); there is only one deed that God has authorized, the death of Jesus on the Cross, 
and we legitimately relate to Him only and only through faith in that act.

Another question is the question of works. Judaism says, “We show God that we love him by 
honoring Him with our works.” While the issue of the relationship between works and faith is discussed 
in James, it should be pointed out that James, while appreciating the value of works, did not say that 
we should invent works in order to demonstrate our love for God. This is exactly what Rabbis have been 
doing for generations. Those who think that the 613 laws of the Five Books of Moses are the only laws 
that normative Judaism is interested in keeping are mistaken. A well oiled extrapolation machine has 
been working overtime to generate new “good deeds” for practitioners of Judaism to do. The prohibition 
against eating meat and dairy together is only one example. Others might include ceremonial washing 
of hands upon waking or coming home from the marketplace. Or tying the right shoe first (it makes a dif-
ference which shoe one ties first!). Or reciting the proper blessing over the appropriate food. Or swinging 
sacrificial chickens, or giving to charity, or lighting candles. Or not removing chicken or fish bones from 
your plate on Shabbat. None of which are mandated or even intended by the Bible.

Once I asked God what the difference was between His way and our way. He said, “in the Tanach 
the watchword is, 'co amar adonai...' (thus sayeth the Lord) while in the Talmud it is, 'Beit Hillel omer…’ 
(this rabbi says, or that rabbi says)”. And I understood that the word of man can not stand against the 
Word of God. Since then, the Word of God has been all that I’ve ever needed.
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Chapter 10 | Myths

Myths abound regarding the Messiah and the Kingdom of Heaven. They are taught in Yeshivot 
and Hebrew Schools in America, Israel and all over the world. There is a deceitful spirit that promotes 

“another Jesus” by promulgating a few famous fictions. 

One myth is that “Shabbat (the Sabbath, the seventh day) has kept the Jewish people more 
than the Jewish people have kept Shabbat.” But while this is a catchy turn of phrase, Shabbat does not 
have any power to keep the Jewish people. Jesus said that Shabbat was made for man and not man for 
Shabbat. In actual point of fact it appears that we have abused Shabbat and have become enslaved to 
a concept that has no standing with God. And following God’s pattern in history our abuse of His provi-
sions have brought destruction upon us. What actually has kept the Jewish people has been persecu-
tion. We would never have stood together as one people if we hadn’t been persecuted so unmercifully! 
God, and God alone, has the power to keep us as a distinct people. To ascribe that kind of power to 
something else is idolatry. 

Sometimes believers justify Judaistic cultic practice by saying something like, “Paul kept the Law” 
implying that we should too. But a close look at the Scriptures reveals some interesting insights. Acts 
21 recounts the relevant events which reveal a characteristic pattern. Paul is in Jerusalem and the Body 
is scared. Paul is a lightening rod. Everybody knows he is going to galvanize public opinion and public 
opinion historically has not been good to believers. Paul, just by his very presence is going to bring 
the authorities down on them. So they hatch a plan. It is not Paul’s idea at all. And as we know, Paul is 
no friend of Judaism. “ James and all the elders” (Acts 21:18) suggest that Paul “purify himself” (as if he 
needed more purity than the Blood of Jesus could provide). Paul humbled himself and obliged himself 
to do what the leadership thought was best. But the results were disastrous. “All Jerusalem was in con-
fusion” (Acts 21:31). Paul was arrested on trumped up charges and was about to be killed! Violence it 
should be known is characteristic of religion. Paul got his dose and today we should not be surprised 
when bad things happen when we flirt with “another spirit” other than the spirit of Jesus. (Acts 21:35). 

Putting Jesus in the center of our lives is the positive pattern in the New Testament as well as 
the Old Testament. Specious arguments that attempt to lend legitimacy to sidelining Jesus should be 
rejected out of hand by men and women of God who want to serve the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.
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 Chapter 11 | What Should We Then Do?

Returning to our first love is the call of God to believers all over the world today. 

“But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to 
you, and will remove your lampstand out of its place — unless you repent.” 
Revelations 2:4, 5

Jesus will be in the center of our lives or He will be in opposition. Jesus is worthy of being given 
first place in our hearts even if we don’t recognize it. Even if He doesn’t stand in active opposition, noth-
ing goes right. When Jesus is not in the center it’s as if the axle is not in the center of the wheel; the 
wagon may go, but it don’t go right! Jesus is not only worthy of being given preeminence, we find that 
things go well, they go smoothly, everything becomes right with the world when Jesus is in His rightful 
place — in the center of our universe. 

Judaism recognizes that man has a problem with a sinful nature (sometimes it’s called the “yetzer 
ha rah”). The system of laws and things to do (“mitzvot”), it is claimed, is designed to give man positive 
works so that by so doing, it is supposed, that goodness eventually permeates man’s being. Judaism, 
and indeed it seems all religions, claim to make man righteous from the outside. However in the New 
Testament Kingdom of God it is recognized that man can never ever get good enough to be righteous 
in God’s sight in his (man’s) own strength. Therefore He made us to be born again of imperishable seed 
(1 Peter 1:23). We become righteous from the inside out. The onus is upon God and in fact it is such a 
Herculean task that only God can successfully save us. This is what the Bible means when it repeatedly 
calls for us to trust in God (Deuteronomy 1:32, 2 Chronicles 14:11, 2 Chronicles 20:20, Psalms 40:4, 52:8, 
56:3, Proverbs 22:19, Isaiah 12:2, Zechariah 3:2, 2 Corinthians 1:9 et al.). He can indeed save us, but he 
won’t compete with us. If we insist on becoming our own savior, or becoming righteous by our own 
machinations, He will stand aside and let us see what happens. (“But where are your gods Which you 
made for yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you in the time of your trouble…” Jeremiah 2:28).

When Jesus called the religious of His day “whitewashed tombs,” He wasn’t engaging in petty 
name-calling. He was accurately describing man’s pitiful attempts to cover over our condition of death 
with something that can never keep away that death. Jeremiah was addressing the same condition 
when he said (on behalf of God Himself ), “And they have healed the brokenness of My people superfi-
cially, but there is no peace.” (Jeremiah 6:14). Judaism, like all religion, is guaranteed to fail unless and 
until we let God take over. Which necessarily means clinging to the work of Christ on the cross. Nothing 
more. Nothing less. Keeping Jesus in the center of our world. Relegating our own great ideas or desires 
of all kinds to second rank, or even discarding them altogether.

God wants to change our hearts (“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 
within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 
36:26). It’s no good trying to be righteous from the outside, because the outside is not only weak, it’s 
also temporary. The only thing that is going to last is what God is going to work on first, our hearts. God 
uses the foolish to confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27). He works on what can’t be seen; what can 
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be seen is of no use to God (And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and 
precious in the sight of God, 1 Peter 2:4). 

This is what being a new creation is about. Believers in Jesus as the Messiah are a new creation. 
Perhaps we’re not even Homo Sapiens, but a new species altogether. Homo Christiens perhaps. A new 
man; in Christ and like Christ. “Homo Sapiens” means “knowing man”. It’s no accident that man fell by 
eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. But this can be remedied by eating from a differ-
ent tree, the Cross of Christ. This is what Jesus meant when He said that we should “eat of His flesh and 
drink of His blood.” (John 6:54). He was (and still is) offering an antidote to the fall of man. We become 
partakers in the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). No religion can make us divine. While it may be true that 
some religions make us better (this is obviously disputable, but for the sake of argument let’s assume 
for a moment), there remains a vast gulf between a “better” person and partakers of the very nature of 
God Himself!

When we put Jesus in the center, other stuff like paltry religion somehow becomes, as in the 
old song, “strangely dim.” It’s HIS divine power that has granted to us everything (!) pertaining to life 
and godliness (2 Peter 1:3b). When we focus on Jesus, our identity and everything else is realized in full. 
Abiding in Jesus (John 15:4-10, John 2:24), abiding in the true vine, letting Jesus work in us to will and to 
do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13) is the only way (Christ in you the hope of glory, Colossians 1:27); 
not Judaism nor any religion is God’s way. Jesus is the way. And the truth. And the life. 

“You, therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest being carried away by 
the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:17, 18a) Brothers and sisters, if it’s not leading you to 
Jesus, to a deeper relationship with Jesus as a person, then it can only be leading away from the Savior. 
So, let’s decide now. We are going to go with the Savior and we are going to forsake all other spirits and 
comforts. We’ll find our joy and comfort in Him. All other ground is sinking sand.

“He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.” 
(1 John 5:12) Any religion that does not “have the Son”, simply does not have the life. This is not theory. 
This has been the experience of many many believers. Ask any Rabbi if he has the Son (Jesus). If he says 

“no”, then he does not have the life of God. He may have a lot of things, but the life of God is not among 
them. Furthermore, if you are considering going a certain direction, like studying kabbalah or Rashi, I 
suggest asking that spirit who is offering you that consideration if the end involves “having the Son of 
God (Jesus)”. If Jesus is not there in the end, then it’s an unworthy consideration. It won’t, and indeed 
cannot have the life of God. So why bother?

The antidote to religion is to focus on Christ, like Abraham and the patriarchs; like Moses and all 
the prophets; like Daniel and all the men of God in the Bible. Nothing else matters; not our culture, not 
our families and friends; only Christ in the center. 
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Afterword

"For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not 
believe his writings, how will you believe My words?"  
John 5: 46, 47

Recently a Time magazine article from 1973 crossed my desk regarding the then new phenomenon 
in Israel of Jews for Jesus. Considerable alarm was voiced over this new movement. Especially Rabbi Meir 
Kahane (may his soul rest in peace) was as usual militant. He said (among other things) that he intended 
to counter this new threat to the Jewish people (sic) by starting a new movement, “Christians for Moses”. 
A clever turn of the tables, turn of phrase, but more interesting is to note that while he didn’t (as far as we 
know) actually begin a formal body and certainly there is no well-known body calling itself by this name 
today (excepting perhaps the “bnai Noach”), the evil spirit in him did “prophesy” something spiritual. This 
assault on the kingdom of Heaven by this threat has indeed eventuated. The same spirit that sought in 1973 
to repudiate, to persecute the truth of the gospel is the same spirit that has seized many Christians today. 
Rabbi Kahane was no friend of the gospel and the idea that there can be Christians for anybody other than 
Christ is simply backsliding and apostasy. Again.

 Like all the Rabbi Kahanes throughout history, from Aaron and the Golden Calf through the 400 
prophets of Ba’al and Elijah down to Caiphas and those who sentenced the Lord of Glory, the Messiah 
Jesus to death for supposed blasphemy and those today who curse the Name of Jesus, the spirit of 
Judaism, “Messianic” or any other stripe is merely a continuation of our historical proclivity towards 
apostasy and backsliding. 

It is interesting that the name Kahane is related to the name Cohen which implies a descendant of 
Aaron the priest. In this case it is in his capacity of willful collusion in making the Golden Calf, and perpetuator 
of that same tragic “tradition” that we maintain till today — in rejecting the will and covenant of God.
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Postlogue

A pastor of a local Israeli congregation told me once that Jews should not eat pork. When I 
pointed out that Jesus declared all foods clean (Mark 7:19), he said that for gentiles this was correct, 
but it’s different for Jewish believers. I suspect that this opinion is shared by many. It is a subtle satanic 
ploy that despite all denials plays on ethnocentricity. The problem with ethnocentricity is that we are 
no longer Jesus-centric. We hold heritage or somesuch as an idol in our hearts. Jewish believers indeed 
may have a particular calling, but then God is no respecter of persons. Everybody has a particular call-
ing! But none are called to be elitists.

In the mid-‘70s I was in a meeting of Jewish believers in Kansas City where it was decided that 
the Jewish believers were the “Levi’im”, the priestly caste of the Body of Christ! Very satisfying for the 
participants, but I wonder who is willing to serve and who just wants to have the honor — including the 
financial honor — of being served! Elitism may be fun for a while, but when Jesus isn’t in the center of 
our lives, it makes problems. It’s better to leave Jesus as the one who we look up to, humble and lowly 
though He may be. 

“But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, saying,  ‘It is neces-
sary to … direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’”   
Acts 15:5

“And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit, just 
as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleans-
ing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why do you put God to the test by plac-
ing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have 
been able to bear? But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”  Acts 15:8-11 (emphasis supplied)

God, thankfully, doesn’t see us the way we see us. Let us be clear, there is no special set of rules 
for Jews as opposed to Gentiles. There are no special rules for Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Protestant, 
Finnish, South African, Latvian or Chinese believers. God deals with each one of us according to one 
rule—the rule of Love and Faithfulness:

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen-
tleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 
Galatians 5:22-24

And for those who say that if there is no difference between Jew and Gentile, then there also is 
no difference between a man and a woman (expecting that there clearly is a difference) I say that God 
relates to all of us in faithfulness. And we relate to Him in faithfulness; and if we turn away from Him (say 
for example if we fall into sin or false doctrine) He remains faithful and waits for us to return to Him, man, 
woman, Jew or Gentile. He waits for us, as those who belong to Christ, to crucify our flesh with its carnal 
passions and desires be they sexual, intellectual, “spiritual” (demonic) or any other carnality.
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One mark of carnality might be the Watergate Test, “Follow the Money” (“For they all seek after 
their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:21). It is my observation that all too often be-
hind much of the so-called seeking of roots lies a profit motive. Certainly in Israel “Jewish Roots” is big 
business. 

One of my first encounters with something rotten in the Messianic movement was a Passover 
Seder that I was invited to in the late ‘70s by a friend, a man of national reputation. I had always enjoyed 
Seders with believers; finding them a time of good fellowship with friends and with the Holy Spirit. But 
at this one Seder there was an additional element. A camera crew. There was a “seder”, but it wasn’t the 
order of the Holy Spirit, the script was carefully orchestrated. The purpose was to make a video to use 
later for “fundraising”. The Holy Spirit got up from the table and left. His Presence evidently was not 
required. We stayed through to the end, but I didn’t go to any more such events.

Our heritage is beautifully described in the sixteenth Psalm:

 “The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; Thou dost support my lot.  The 
lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me.”  Psalm 
16:5, 6 (emphasis supplied)

When David the psalmist says, “my heritage is beautiful to me” we should know that our heri-
tage as believers in Jesus is not our culture; our heritage as believers is God Himself in diametric con-
tradistinction to what has been handed down to us from our fathers. “Thou wilt make known to me the 
paths of life. In Thy presence is fullness of joy. In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.” These three 
amazing things (knowing the paths of life, fullness of joy and pleasures forever) are not obtainable from 
our fleshly fathers; not from rabbis and not from books or lectures. Only the inheritance that we have as 
sons of God through Jesus (John 1) can bring us this inheritance.

Our forefathers made the streets of Jerusalem run red with the blood of innocents (Isaiah 59:3, 
59:7, Jeremiah 19:4, Lamentations 4:13, Ezekiel 9:9, 22:3, 22:9, 22:12, 22:27 among others). Shedding in-
nocent blood as a part of idol worship is not something that stopped after the first expulsion. Today in 
Jerusalem or indeed in any gathering of Jewish non-believers, if a believer dares to proclaim the name 
of Jesus he is liable to incur severe bodily harm. We are not free to mention the name of Jesus, because 
it can result in violence against us. Churches have been burned to the ground and people are publicly 
humiliated, defamed, robbed and beat up because of the Name of Jesus. I know several people (not to 
mention their children in school) who have suffered humiliation by the practice of some in the religious 
community (with the smug approval of the whole community) of pasting defamatory notices in their 
neighborhoods. The solace is Acts 5:41, “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, 
rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Nothing has changed in 
2,000 years!

While humiliation is not life threatening per se, there are those who are prepared to endanger 
life. Murder is not automatically excluded from the range of recourse that Judaism will permit, the com-
mandment against murder not withstanding. It can take many forms. Its formal legal name is “Pulsa 
Dinura” and is Aramaic for a curse or sentence of death. I have read in the paper of people casting death 
curses on their opponents and religious judges invoking the death sentence against people with whom 
they disagree. The most well known example probably is the murder of Yitzhak Rabin. A sentence of 
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death (or a demonic curse perhaps) was put upon a Prime Minister of Israel by strictly observant Jews 
as and for the sake of strictly observant Jews. 

The urge of many today to join themselves to this religion stems perhaps in part from ignorance 
of these often hidden matters. As humans we have carnal natures that sometimes try to trick us. But we 
can be on the alert, and we can be ready to repent of anything that grieves the Holy Spirit.

Don’t expect that we can crucify our fleshly desires to be our own savior or to satisfy intellectual 
or other passions without the help of Jesus. May I suggest a prayer?

Heavenly Father, I ask You to forgive me for going my own way. I don’t want to offend You in 
any way. I don’t want to have any gods or any thing at all in my life that is more important 
to me than YOU as my “Lord of the Manor” (the Lord of my manner) and as my Savior. I 
NEED Your help. So, I turn my affairs over to Your Hand. I confess my weakness, so I ask you 
to arrange my life. Give me wisdom and courage to make the decisions that You want me to 
make. Thank You for making me according to Your will. Reveal to me more of Your direction 
for my life. I commit my life into Your wonderful Hands. Your Will be done in my life. In Jesus’ 
wonderful and holy Name. Amen.

One last word. Every day I find new things in the Bible that speak of the problem of religion in 
general (and Judaism specifically) for the people of God. And nearly every week I come face to face 
with a problem that some people have with the Pure Word of God. For example this week I heard there 
is a Hebrew translation of the New Testament that is both popular and corrupt. Inaccurate translations 
designed to lead people away from the Gospel abound (e.g. 1 Timothy 1:8 is mistranslated to promote 
following the laws of the Torah of Moses in clear contradistinction to the original Greek). Often I hear of 
people who start to “get closer to their Jewish roots”, but eventually fall away from Jesus altogether.  This 
booklet was written to help us see Jesus in His unique glory and thus to honor the Father and to honor 
the first and second commandments. This has been the call of the prophets of the Bible and it is the call 
of the Holy Spirit today.
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…and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; 

and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which 

you have heard that it is coming, 

and now it is already

 in the world.  

1John 4:3

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, 

and he in 

God.  

1John 4:15




