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Dear Friends, 

A few months ago I stepped down from my position of leadership because of spiritual and 
physical burnout, and needing to seek God's direction for some big decisions concerning our 
family and a possible relocation.  As I renewed my connection with Him, and began to fast 
and pray, I experienced a sudden and drastic change of perspective.  This came as a complete 
surprise because I was not seeking to question what I believed.  But the clarity of what I was 
shown, and the peace and spiritual revival it has brought to me and my family, has convinced 
me that what I have seen is true.  My eyes have been opened to many things, some of which I 
will share in this letter. When someone who is leading makes this drastic of a turn, he feels a 
responsibility to explain, and of course to state what he believes to be the truth.  We all see the 
same scriptures but our beginning premise determines how we perceive everything.  We have 
been taught that this foundation must be Torah, and this is the doctrine I firmly believed and 
taught.  But I believe I have been wrong and now see clearly the foundation must be the very 
real and present existence of Messiah, as expressed in the Person of Yeshua who was born, 
died, and was raised from the dead – the point in history from which all things exist. 

As I stated, I wasn't looking for new truth.  In fact I believed that I'd found the truth and was 
happy to be walking in it.  I refused to work on Sabbath, trusting God that he would provide. 
I used my resources for festivals that didn't financially seem possible to observe, but trusted 
the Father to provide.  Having acted out of faith, He honored my acts of obedience to what I 
believed He desired me to do.  My son was even circumcised on the 8th day.  I in no way 
desired to walk in any other manner than we had chosen for the past five years.  

Where we started.....

We were attracted to this movement for many reasons.  We were not ever completely settled 
in mainstream Christianity.  We always seemed to be looking for something more and were 
not able to find a place that seemed like a spiritual home.  Having a background in studying 
the feasts, we were introduced to the Messianic movement around the time that we began to 
understand the truth of the restoration of the physical nation of Israel.  Our desire was to 
understand our faith and our Messiah from the context of the culture that birthed them, and 



that has truly been a great blessing!  We did not believe it was necessary for anyone to 
practice their faith in Yeshua through the Sabbath and festivals, but we PREFERRED it.  Some 
of the traditions our Jewish brothers have created around these holidays and the Sabbath are 
beautiful and meaningful.  It felt like “the real thing” as opposed to the senseless pagan 
traditions that everyone else observed without even knowing why.  We found wisdom in the 
Torah and gladly applied it to our lives where we felt led to.  But having become enamored 
with the movement itself and the excitement of finding “home” we laid to rest our spiritual 
responsibility to search out all things.  We gradually took on more and more ideas and 
teachings without really studying them out ourselves.  We did not accept all of them, but one 
particular teaching we did accept changed how we viewed ourselves, our relationship to the 
Father, and our purpose as believers.  

When we became involved in this movement, and began observing aspects of the Torah that 
most Christians do not observe, we weren't really thinking in terms of covenants.  So, when 
we began hearing teaching that the new covenant wasn't really new, and we should call it 
“renewed” instead, we didn't have a problem with that because it helped to reinforce what we 
already desired to do, not at all stopping to realize what all that implied.  We then 
wholeheartedly agreed that none of the Torah had been done away with and that we, and 
everyone else that would listen, should be living by it.    

The change in our attitude was so gradual, that we didn't even realize it had happened.  Like 
being on a raft that's drifting on a large lake,  you can't really tell you're moving until you 
look up and you realize you are miles from where you started.  We even had the right words 
to give people when they asked us what we believed, but the reality in our hearts was very 
different.  We are so thankful that our drift was revealed to us.  It has required repentance 
and a willingness to say we were wrong.  We hope that even if you do not agree or 
understand what we are about to explain, you will at least understand the necessity of 
following ones conscience and convictions.  You all have done this yourselves or you wouldn't 
be where you are.

Words...

If you have ever read the book, 1984  by George Orwell, you know the story of a man living 
in a completely controlled police state, where even the language people spoke was 



manipulated in order to control the way they thought.  We see this example today as society 
puts pressure on people to speak in politically correct terms.  If we don't allow people to use 
words that show bigotry or insensitivity, maybe we can change how they actually think. 
Although it's crazy to think this could really solve the problems of prejudice and racism in 
people's hearts, it is a truth that many times you can affect the way people think by changing 
the words they use.  Our media is very effective at this game.  Calling someone an “insurgent” 
when you are sympathetic to their cause, sounds much nicer than saying “terrorist.”  Some 
may even be led to believe they are fighting for a good cause and are justified in killing 
innocent civilians!  

In spiritual matters, this principle also applies.  Any time you hear that some word in the 
scripture should really be translated this way or that,  or “now we are finally going to restore 
the original truth,” please don't be like we were and just swallow it down without 
investigation.  (It is interesting that most of the groups who claim these things have their own 
unique translations of the Bible.) Unlike ABC news who can just choose words that agree with 
their slant, we are not at liberty to do that when translating the scripture.  At times the claims 
of mistranslation may be true, but often they are not.  Sometimes we feel unable to challenge 
them because we don't know Hebrew or Greek, so we just go with it because it sounds so 
logical.  But I think the studious people involved in this movement are well acquainted with 
how to use a concordance and lexicon to find definitions and textual examples of words in 
question.  We also have internet tools and computer software that makes studying quick and 
easy.          

Does it really say that?

The teaching in question states (from various sources we have heard this explained) that the 
word “new” in Jeremiah 31 referring to the new covenant, was mistranslated because in the 
Hebrew, the words for “new” and “renew” are the exact same spelling in the absence of the 
vowels which were added later.  Obviously there needs to be a way to differentiate between 
these two concepts, so when vowel points were added between the 7th and 11th centuries by 
the Masorets they designated the word in Jeremiah 31 prophecy to be “new” covenant and not 
“renewed.”   They had to use the context of each verse to decide which pronunciation to use 
in each instance.  Looking at the context of this passage, it is probably from the contrast 
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presented in the phrase “not according to the covenant I made with their fathers....”  that the 
word was designated as “new” by the vowel points they added.  Similar contrasts can be seen 
in many other verses where the word is translated as “new” and not “renewed”.   But many 
people say they should have rendered it the other way instead.

In the explanation as to why it should be “renewed”, there is usually a comparison of the 
covenant to the moon, in which case, the word for new moon could mean renewed – but it is 
kind of a stretch to say that applies to this verse or this issue.  Although it makes a nice 
analogy, it doesn't seem to prove anything. (see documentation)   

These problems do not exist in the Greek.  The Greek word applied in Matt. 26:28 where 
Yeshua introduces the new covenant is Strongs # 2537 (kainos) and means “...of a new kind, 
unprecedented, novel, uncommon, unheard of.”  In the KJV it is translated as “new” 44 times, 
and not ever as “renewed.”  
(source: http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2537 )  

The other most common word for “new” in Greek is Strongs #3501 (neos) and it has been 
stated that this is the more correct word for new.  However, this means new in respect to age 
(i.e. young) and is often used to refer to living things.  There is also a verse in Hebrews that 
uses neos  instead of kainos  in reference to the new covenant, so whichever word is the most 
accurate, they are both used.  

We became curious how you WOULD say “renew” in Greek, so we started looking that up. 
This word is not used as an adjective in Greek scriptures, but it is used as a verb, and the 
words used are anakainioo  and ananeoo .  We don't know Greek, but having some familiarity 
with language mechanics in general, it would seem logical that a prefix has been added to 
give the new meaning, just as in English “re” is added to the word “new” to change the 
meaning.  Just because words have the same root does not make them mean the same thing. 
When studying out these words on e-sword, looking up the prefix, it does become clear.  Here 
is an example: 

 Col 3:10
And have put on the new (neos) man, which is renewed (anakainoo) in knowledge after the 

image of him that created him.

http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2537


G341

ανακαινοω

anakainoo
an-ak-ahee-no'-o

From G303 and a derivative of G2537; to renovate: - renew.

The two words used to make “anakainoo” are:

G303

ανα

ana
an-ah'

A primary preposition and adverb; properly up; but (by extension) used (distributively) severally, or 
(locally) at (etc.): - and, apiece, by, each, every (man), in, through. In compounds (as a prefix) it 
often means (by implication) repetition, intensity, reversal, etc.

G2537

καινος

kainos
kahee-nos'

Of uncertain affinity; new (especially in freshness; while G3501 is properly so with respect to age): - 
new.

So in Hebrews, when the writer of the Greek text is quoting the Jeremiah passage from the 
Tanakh about the new covenant,  he used the Greek word corresponding to “new” and not 
something old being “renewed.”  And indeed the entire book of Hebrews is trying to draw this 
contrast.

We can find no basis in the languages themselves to change the translation that has always 
been accepted as correct.  So why would “The Scriptures” version translate kainos  as 
“renewed” in the New Testament, and why does the First Fruits of Zion material also try to 
propagate this idea?  They even go so far as to suggest that the word “new” in Matthew 26 is a 
“textual variant” in the original manuscripts. (meaning, not all the original manuscripts have 
the word, therefore maybe it shouldn't be there at all.)   They fail to explain the other passages 



where the same word is used in connection with the covenant.  Are they all textual variants? 
What sort of agenda would require so much smoke and mirrors?  Why do some go so far out 
of their way to make the Bible say something it does not say?

There may be more than one answer to this, but the one we will focus on is the issue of Torah. 
The concept being bolstered here is that there has only ever been, and always will be, only 
one Torah.  This is usually equated in most people's minds with the law given at Mt. Sinai. 
Although the term Torah also refers to the five books of Moses, the Torah in the sense of “law” 
is usually understood as the Law of Moses.  If the Father is writing this on people's hearts in 
the “new” covenant, then it must just be the original covenant law in a different location.  (See 
FFOZ teaching enclosed).  In order to draw attention to this doctrine that the Sinai commands 
have not been abolished, simply relocated, some have gone so far as to take some literary 
license with their translations.  While FFOZ and others will admit there are aspects of the 
covenant of Yeshua that are “new” - they are not of enough importance to call the covenant 
itself new, because what is more important is that everyone understand the nature of Torah. 
Each of you may have a different perspective of this, but we are stating what we believed and 
what our mindset was.  We accepted this viewpoint and teaching because we wanted to 
believe it and failed to search it out to see if it was actually true to the Word. 

Before we explain our belief on the nature of the New Covenant, let's first take a look at the 
concept of Torah.

What is Torah anyway?

H8451

torah  torah
to-raw', to-raw'

From H3384; a precept or statute, especially the Decalogue or Pentateuch: - law.

H3384

yarah  yara'
yaw-raw', yaw-raw'

A primitive root; properly to flow as water (that is, to rain); transitively to lay or throw (especially an 
arrow, that is, to shoot); figuratively to point out (as if by aiming the finger), to teach: -  (+) archer, 
cast, direct, inform, instruct, lay, shew, shoot, teach (-er, -ing), through.



After looking at definitions, the next step to discerning the meaning of a word is to look at as 
many possible verses you can find where it is used.  When we did this, (the Hebrew word 
torah is used 219 times in the Tanakh) we started to see a pattern.  This word is almost always 
used to refer to a body of laws concerning a certain subject, or to the whole law itself.  There 
are other words that are used to refer to specific commandments, such as mitzvah, etc... 

It is first used (chronologically speaking) in Job 22:22 
Receive I pray thee, the law from his mouth and lay up his words in thine heart.

And next in Genesis 26:5
Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my 
statutes, and my laws.8451 

In both of these examples, the Torah comes directly from the mouth of the Father himself. 
These men did not yet have a written code to refer to, yet the Torah did exist.  In the life of 
Abraham, we see things that are in conflict to the Law of Moses, such as being married to his 
half sister.  He also built altars of sacrifice to worship the Father everywhere he went, not as 
the Torah later commanded, in a specific place with detailed instructions. 

Yeshua, in speaking about marriage in  Matthew, says the instruction Moses gave them about 
allowing divorce was given because of the hardness of their hearts, but was not meant to be 
this way from the beginning.   

Matthew 19:8
He saith unto them, “Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put 

away your wives but from the beginning it was not so.”
 
So from this we can learn that the Torah given to Moses was not exactly the same as what 
was “from the beginning.”  Also, in Yeshua's sermon on the mount, the “you have heard it said 
but I say...” explanations of Torah, we see a higher way being pointed to that is not against the 
Law of Moses, but higher than that.  

After finding these principles in scripture, we found a great article by John J. Parsons, a 
Jewish Roots/Hebrew language teacher, with additional explanations of how  the details of 
Torah can be seen to change throughout scripture.  It explains this principle much better 
than we can, in much greater detail.  Some of the examples he brings out have to do with the 
changes that took place even during the lifetime of Moses himself, the changes David brought 



with the planning and later the building of the temple by Solomon, and a wealth of other 
great information.  We will include this article as well with this statement.  

From this we have seen that Torah is much bigger thing than the Law of Moses itself, and can 
be expressed more as the general instruction and the direction of the Father.  The AIM of 
Torah does not ever change, but the details of how it is applied obviously do not remain the 
same.  The aim and goal of the Father's teaching is as stated in Matthew 22:40 (quoted from 
the Torah) “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And the second is like it:  You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and 
the Prophets.”  This is referred to as the “royal law” in James 2:8. 

Under Grace or Under Law or BOTH?

Believing that the Sinai covenant was renewed by Yeshua,  we thought his sacrifice meant 
there was grace and forgiveness for our past, and for what we couldn't measure up to now, 
but we were still under that covenant of Sinai just as if we had been standing there ourselves, 
being splattered with the animal blood, and saying, “All He has said we will do.”  Eddie 
Chumney who was on a teaching tour with Monte Judah one year, presented this very idea in 
a long, drawn out logic that placed every believer at the foot of Mt. Sinai.   

This mind shift took us from simply choosing a biblical lifestyle to believing we were “under 
the covenant”  and obligated to be obedient to every commandment we could possibly keep. 
Not only that, other people were wrong for NOT doing it.  We believed the Father would wink 
at what they couldn't understand until He opened their eyes to the truth, but it was still 
clearly wrong, and a sin.  (Although a true believer will walk in all the moral principles of the 
Torah, and understand the heart issues involved, the only commandments they do not 
recognize that we thought they should understand were the 7th day Sabbath, feasts, clean and 
unclean foods, circumcision, niddah, mezuzah, tzit tzit, tefillin,  etc..  All these are similar in 
that they have to be taught and are not a matter of moral conscience. This is a hint for later).  

We still of course claimed to believe we were saved only by faith and the sacrifice of Yeshua. 
None of our observances were for salvation.  We were just being obedient. .  The Law of 
Moses has no eternal reward offered, so we said it was never intended as a means for 



salvation.  It's simply the law, and we wanted to obey the Father, so we did it.  But this is a 
circular reasoning that has no end and no answer.  Obedience is a FRUIT of salvation we said. 
Well, if I'm not obedient,  I must not BE saved, even though the obedience didn't save me in 
the first place.  And so it goes, around and around.  When we looked at New Testament 
scriptures warning against “legalism” we always said, “Well, they were doing it for salvation, 
and we're not.”  Newsflash:  There is no other way to be in relationship to the letter of the law 
of Moses if you put yourself under its obligation!!    

While it's true you can find no specific promise of eternal life by keeping the law of Moses 
(except when Yeshua was trying to help the rich young ruler see his need of a Savior and 
reveal the true heart intent of the law) you can find eternal condemnation for not obeying it.  

Deuteronomy29:19,20
And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his 
heart, saying: 'I shall have peace, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart - that the 

watered be swept away with the dry'; 
the LORD will not be willing to pardon him, but then the anger of the LORD and His jealousy 

shall be kindled against that man, and all the curse that is written in this book shall lie 
upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from under heaven.

The Sinai covenant was given for the purpose of putting all under condemnation, so that 
salvation could never be from works, and would have to come through grace and faith in 
Yeshua.  The teaching was good and true, but mankind in the flesh will not obey it.  We 
COULD, because as Moses stated, “this is not too hard for you” - but then he told them they 
were going to break the covenant (again), be punished, exiled, and finally restored. 
Theoretically, we could obey, but we won't.  The goal of the teaching in the commandments 
was good.  The goal of the covenant of Sinai (which is the agreement to obey) was 
condemnation, and this is clearly explained in the New Testament, which we ourselves failed 
to seriously study for nearly five years. (All supporting scriptures will be listed together at the 
end.) 

In our own lives, disobedience to the letter of the law, either by choice or circumstance, 
brought feelings of condemnation, fear of punishment, and believing we were not pleasing to 
the Father or able to receive His blessing in our lives.  We were walking after the flesh, 



focusing on the outward observances and neglecting the Torah of the Spirit through which 
we can be as Abraham, hearing the Torah every day, new and fresh, and walking in it as a 
new creation.  We hope you will see by the end of this explanation that it is not spiritually 
even possible to be under the Sinai covenant and the new covenant at the same time.  They 
are both important, but they are not equal, and their purposes are as different as night and 
day.  Although our minds deceived us into thinking we really believed in grace, our inner 
man knew better and suffered the consequences of not being in a living, breathing, faith 
relationship with Yeshua through the Holy Spirit, which is the mode by which the Torah is 
written on our hearts. 

The New Covenant

There isn't any way our words can really do this justice in trying to show the contrast of the 
new covenant and the excellency of Yeshua over all things in heaven and earth, so we will 
first let the scriptures speak.

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
A prophet will the LORD thy God raise up unto thee, from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 

like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 
according to all that thou didst desire of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying: 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see 

this great fire any more, that I die not.' 
  And the LORD said unto me: 'They have well said that which they have spoken. 

 I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee; and I will put My 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto My words which he shall 
speak in My name, I will require it of him. 

Jeremiah 31:33
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel:  After those days, says the 

Lord, I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.



Matthew 17:3 
And behold Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him....(vs. 5)... While he was still 

speaking, behold a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the 
cloud saying, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  Hear Him!”

Hebrews 1:1 
God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in the time past to the fathers by the 

prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the worlds..

John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word,and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 

in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
John 1:12-14

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even tot 
hose who believe in His name:  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

2 Cor. 3:7-18
But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children 

of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his 
countenance, which glory was passing away, how will the ministry of the Spirit not be 

more glorious?  For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of 
righteousness exceeds much more in glory.  For even what was made glorious had no 
glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels.  For if what is passing away was 

glorious, what remains is much more glorious.  Therefore, since we have such a hope, we 
use great boldness of speech – unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the 

children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away. .........But we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.



Matthew 3:16,17
Then Yeshua, when He had been baptized, came up immediately from the water; and behold, 

the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting upon Him.  And suddenly a voice came from heaven saying, “This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased,”

Matthew 7:28,29
And so it was, when Yeshua had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His 

teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Matthew 9:6-8
“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” – then he 

said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”  And he arose and 
departed to his house.  Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God 

who had given such power to men.

Matthew 8:27
And the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Matthew 10:32,33
“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is 

in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who 
is in heaven.”

John 3:3
Yeshua answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 3:14-19
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  He who believes in Him is not 



condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  And this is the condemnation, that 

the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.

Matthew 12:5-8
“Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the 

Sabbath, and are blameless?  But I say to you that in this place there is One greater than 
the temple.  But if you had known what this means, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice, you 
would not have condemned the guiltless.  For the Son of Man is Lord, even of the Sabbath.

John 4:21-24
“....Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in 

Jerusalem, worship the Father.  ...But the hours is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the father is seeking such to to 

worship Him.  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.”

Matthew 11:25-30
At that time Yeshua answered and said, “I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them 
to babes....... Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and My burden is light.

Matthew 13:17
“...for assuredly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you 

see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

Matthew 18:3-5
“... Assuredly I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by 

no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever receives one little child like this 

in My name receives Me.”



Matthew 19:21
Yeshua said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.

Matthew 26:26-28
And as they were eating, Yeshua took bread, blessed it and broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said, “Take eat; this is My body.”  Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My blood of the new covenant which is 

shed for many for the remission of sins.”

Matthew 26:63,64
But Yeshua kept silent.  And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I adjure You by the 

living God that You tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.”  Yeshua said to him, “It is as 
you said.  Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Matthew 27:50-54
Yeshua, when He had cried out again with a loud voice, yielded up His spirit.  And behold, the 

veil of the temple was torn in two form top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks 
were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 

were raised.

Matthew 28:5-9, 16-20
But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Yeshua who was crucified.  He is not here; for He is risen, and He said, Come see the place 

where the Lord lay, And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and 
indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him.  Behold, I have told you.  So 

they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to bring His disciples 
word.  And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Yeshua met them, saying, “Rejoice!” And 

they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him......

The the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed 
for them.  And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  Then Yeshua 

came and spoke to them saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 



Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father,and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

John 4:14
“. ..but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I 

shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”

John 5:24
“Most assuredly I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

John 6:28,29
Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”  Yeshua 

answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”

John 6:45
“It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.'  Therefore everyone who 

has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.”

John 6:48-50
“I am the bread of life.  Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and are dead.  This is the 

bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.  

John 6:63
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing.  The words that I speak to you are 

spirit, and they are life.”  

John 7:38-39
“He who believes in Me, as the Scriptures has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 

water.  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; 
for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Yeshua was not yet glorified.



John 16:13, 14
However, when He, the Spirit of truth has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” 

John 7:46
The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!”

John 8:56-59
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  Then the Jews 
said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”  Yeshua said to 

them “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”  Then they took up stones to 
throw at Him.

John 11:25
Yeshua said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may 

die, he shall live.”

John 13:34
A new (kainos) commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another.

John 15:10
“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 

commandments and abide in His love.... This is My commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.”

John 14:6
Yeshua said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.

John 14:7
“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know 

Him and have seen Him.”



Are we starting to see a picture yet?  This simple, Sunday school stuff that we had become 
bored with is LIFE, and we abandoned it to study its shadow, thinking we were becoming 
more wise in the things of God.  How could we possibly have believed that the glory of the 
Torah (which is indeed very great) could EVER shed light on that which is the ultimate 
revelation of YHWH to mankind.  The Final Word, the Ultimate Authority for All Time!  

In short of quoting everything from Matthew to Revelation, which ALL is dedicated to the 
revelation, proclamation, and application of the New Covenant, we want to urge you to read 
all of Paul's epistles, in their entirety, as well as the book of Hebrews.  Those who wish to 
observe the letter of the law as given at Mt. Sinai usually have three responses to Paul.  1) It 
doesn't really say that, (and we see these claims always needs to be investigated as with the 
new/renew word issue).   2) Throw him out!  3)Try to forget that he wrote anything at all and 
avoid reading it if at all possible.  We ourselves used all three at different times.

But we wholeheartedly believe Paul, and believe he said what he said.  We have to ask the 
same questions about him that we ask about Yeshua.  Were his claims true?  There are three 
options with both of them:  1 – Yes they are true.  2 – They were insane.  3 – They were lying. 
Paul's experience states he was taught from Yeshua Himself.  Paul gave up EVERYTHING – 
being as educated as you could get in Judaism at the time.  (If we had a former Jewish Rabbi 
in our midst who had come to believe in Yeshua, wouldn't we hang on every word he said? 
Yet, we ourselves almost threw Paul out of what we considered to be Scripture!)  He endured 
being flogged 5 times, beaten with rods 3 times, stoned once, shipwrecked 3 times,  and 
hardships unimaginable.  No one gives up everything to endure this for a lie or for their own 
agenda.  Without him, we as gentiles in the flesh may not even know there was a Torah or a 
Messiah.  The Father sent him as the voice to start calling the world to Himself.  

Gal 1:11  And, brothers, I make known to you the gospel preached by me, that it is not according to 
man. 
Gal 1:12  For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but by a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Gal 1:13  For you heard my way of life when I was in Judaism, that with surpassing zeal I persecuted 

the assembly of God and ravaged it. 
Gal 1:14  And I progressed in Judaism beyond many contemporaries in my race, being much more a 

zealot of the traditions of my ancestors. 
Gal 1:15  But when God was pleased, He having separated me from my mother's belly, and having 

called me through His grace, Isa. 49:1 



Gal 1:16  to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the nations, immediately I did not 
confer with flesh and blood, 

Gal 1:17  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to the apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia and 
returned again to Damascus. 

Gal 1:18  Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to learn from Peter and remained with him 
fifteen days. 

Gal 1:19  But I saw no other of the apostles except James the brother of the Lord. 
Gal 2:1  Then through fourteen years, I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, also taking Titus 
with me. 
Gal 2:2  And I went up according to revelation. And I put before them the gospel which I proclaim in 

the nations, but privately to the ones seeming to be pillars, lest I run, or I ran, into vanity. 
Gal 2:3  But not even Titus, the one with me, a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 
Gal 2:4  But it was because of those false brothers stealing in, who stole in to spy on our freedom 

which we have in Christ Jesus, they desiring to enslave us, 
Gal 2:5  to whom not even for an hour did we yield in subjection, that the truth of the gospel might 

continue with you. 

Gal 2:19  For through Law I died to Law, that I might live to God. 
Gal 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ, and I live; yet no longer I, but Christ lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith toward the Son of God, the One loving me and giving 
Himself over on my behalf. 

Gal 2:21  I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness is through Law, then Christ died 
without cause. 

Gal 3:19  Why the Law then? It was for the sake of transgressions, until the Seed should come, to 
whom it had been promised, being ordained through angels in a mediator's hand. 
Gal 3:20  But the Mediator is not of one, but God is one. 
Gal 3:21  Then is the Law against the promises of God? Let it not be! For if a law had been given which 

had been able to make alive, indeed righteousness would have been out of Law. 
Gal 3:22  But the Scripture locked up all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 

given to the ones believing. 
Gal 3:23  But before the coming of faith, we were guarded under Law, having been 

locked up to the faith being about to be revealed. 
Gal 3:24  So that the Law has become a trainer of us until Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. 
Gal 3:25  But faith coming, we are no longer under a trainer; 
Gal 3:26  for you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Gal 3:27  For as many as were baptized into Christ, you put on Christ. 
Gal 3:28  There cannot be Jew nor Greek, there is no slave nor freeman, there is no male and female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Gal 3:29  And if you are of Christ, then you are a seed of Abraham, even heirs according to promise. 

Gal 4:21  Tell me, those desiring to be under Law, do you not hear the Law? 
Gal 4:22  For it has been written, Abraham had two sons, one out of the slave woman and one out of 

the free woman. 
Gal 4:23  But, indeed, he of the slave woman has been born according to flesh, and he out of the free 

woman through the promise, 
Gal 4:24  which things are being allegorized, for these are two covenants, one, indeed, from 

Mount Sinai bringing forth to slavery (which is Hagar, 
Gal 4:25  for Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, and she slaves 

with her children), 
Gal 4:26  but the Jerusalem from above is free, who is the mother of us all; 



Gal 4:31  Then, brothers, we are not children of a slave woman but of the free woman. 

Rom 4:8  blessed the man to whom the Lord will in no way charge sin." LXX-Psa. 31:1, 2; MT-Psa. 
32:1, 2 

Rom 4:9  Is this blessedness then on the circumcision, or also on the uncircumcision? For we say the 
faith "was counted to Abraham for righteousness." Gen. 15:6 

Rom 4:10  How then was it counted? Being in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, 
but in uncircumcision! 

Rom 4:11  And he received a sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness of faith while in 
uncircumcision, for him to be a father of those believing through uncircumcision, for 
righteousness to be counted to them also, 

Rom 4:12  and a father of circumcision to those not of circumcision only, but also to those walking in 
the steps of the faith of our father Abraham during uncircumcision. 

Rom 4:13  For the promise was not through Law to Abraham, or to his seed, for him to be the heir of 
the world, but through a righteousness of faith. 

Rom 4:14  For if those of Law are heirs, faith has been made of no effect, and the 
promise has been annulled. 

Rom 5:19  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were constituted sinners, so also 
through the obedience of the One the many shall be constituted righteous. 
Rom 5:20  But Law came in besides, that the deviation might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

much more abounded, 
Rom 5:21  that as sin ruled in death, so also grace might rule through righteousness to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rom 6:1  What then shall we say? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
Rom 6:2  Let it not be! We who died to sin, how shall we still live in it? 
Rom 6:3  Or are you ignorant that all who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

His death? 
Rom 6:4  Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that as 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, so also we should walk 
in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5  For if we have been joined together in the likeness of His death, so also shall 
we be in the resurrection, 

Rom 6:6  knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be nullified, so that we no longer serve sin. 

Rom 6:7  For the one that died has been justified from sin. 
Rom 6:8  But if we died with Christ, we believe that also we shall live with Him, 
Rom 6:9  knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dies no more; death no longer lords it over 

Him. 
Rom 6:10  For in that He died, He died to sin once for all; but in that He lives, He lives to God. 
Rom 6:11  So also you count yourselves to be truly dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 
Rom 6:12  Then do not let sin reign in your mortal body, to obey it in its lusts. 
Rom 6:13  Neither present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 

yourselves to God as one living from the dead, and your members instruments of righteousness to 
God. 

Rom 6:14  For your sin shall not lord it over you, for you are not under Law, but under grace. 
Rom 6:15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under Law, but under grace? Let it not be! 

Rom 7:1  Or are you ignorant, brothers, (for I speak to those knowing Law), that the Law lords it over 
the man for as long a time as he lives? 

Rom 7:2  For the married woman was bound by Law to the living husband; but if the husband dies, 



she is set free from the Law of the husband. 
Rom 7:3  So then, if the husband is living, she will be called an adulteress if she becomes another 

man's. But if the husband dies, she is free from the Law, so as for her not to be an adulteress by 
becoming another man's. 

Rom 7:4  So that, my brothers, you also were made dead to the Law through the body of 
Christ, for you to become Another's, to the One raised from the dead, so that we may 
bear fruit to God. 

Rom 7:5  For when we were in the flesh, the passions of sin were working in our members through the 
Law for the bearing of fruit unto death. 

Rom 7:6  But now we have been set free from the Law, having died to that in which we 
were held, so as for us to serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. 

Rom 7:7  What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? Let it not be! But I did not know sin except through 
Law; for also I did not know lust except the Law said, "You shall not lust." Ex. 20:17 

Rom 7:8  But sin taking occasion through the commandment worked every lust in me; for apart from 
Law, sin is dead. 

Rom 7:9  And I was alive apart from Law once, but the commandment came, and sin came alive, and I 
died. 

Rom 7:10  And the commandment which was to life, this was found to be death to me; 
Rom 7:11  for sin taking occasion through the commandment deceived me, and through it killed me. 
Rom 7:12  So indeed the Law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 
1Co 2:1  And when I came to you, brothers, I did not come with excellency of word or 

wisdom, declaring to you the Testimony of God. 
1Co 2:2  For I decided not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 

having been crucified. 
1Co 2:3  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
1Co 2:4  And my word and my preaching was not in enticing words of human wisdom, but in proof of 

the Spirit and of power, 
1Co 2:5  that your faith might not be in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

2Co 3:2  You are our letter, having been inscribed in our hearts, being known and being read by all 
men, 

2Co 3:3  it having been made plain that you are Christ's letter, served by us, not having been inscribed 
by ink, but by the Spirit of the living God, not in tablets of stone, but in fleshly tablets of the heart. 

2Co 3:4  And we have such confidence through Christ toward God; 
2Co 3:5  not that we are sufficient of ourselves to reason out anything as being out of ourselves, but our 

sufficiency is of God, 
2Co 3:6  who also made us able ministers of a new covenant, not of letter, but of Spirit. For 

the letter kills, but the Spirit makes alive. 

Eph 2:8  For by grace you are saved, through faith, and this not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; 
Eph 2:9  not of works, that not anyone should boast; 
Eph 2:10  for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God before 

prepared that we should walk in them. 
Eph 2:11  Because of this, remember that you, the nations, were then in the flesh (those having been 

called Uncircumcision by those having been called Circumcision in the flesh made by hands) 
Eph 2:12  that at that time you were without Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers of the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
Eph 2:13  But now, in Christ Jesus you who then were afar off, came to be near by the 

blood of Christ. 
Eph 2:14  For He is our peace, He making us both one, and breaking down the middle wall of partition, 
Eph 2:15  in His flesh causing to cease the enmity, the Law of the commandments in decrees, that He 

might in Himself create the two into one new man, making peace, 
Eph 2:16  and might reconcile both in one body to God through the cross, slaying the enmity in 

Himself. 



Eph 2:17  And coming, He proclaimed "peace to you, the ones afar off, and to the ones near." Isa. 57:19 
Eph 2:18  For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 
Eph 2:19  So, then, you are no longer strangers and tenants, but you are fellow citizens of the saints 

and of the family of God, 
Eph 2:20  being built up on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 

the cornerstone, 
Eph 2:21  in whom all the building being fitted together grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord, 
Eph 2:22  in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit. 

Col 2:6  Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him, 
Col 2:7  being rooted and being built up in Him, and being confirmed in the faith, even as you were 

taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 
Col 2:8  Watch that there not be one robbing you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. 
Col 2:9  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 
Col 2:10  and having been filled, you are in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority, 
Col 2:11  in whom also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made by hands, in 

the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
Col 2:12  being buried with Him in baptism, in whom also you were raised through the faith of the 

working of God, raising Him from among the dead. 
Col 2:13  And you, being dead in the deviations and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all the deviations, 
Col 2:14  blotting out the handwriting in the ordinances against us, which was contrary to us, even He 

has taken it out of the midst, nailing it to the cross; 
Col 2:15  having stripped the rulers and the authorities, He made a show of them in public, triumphing 

over them in it. 
Col 2:16  Then do not let anyone judge you in eating, or in drinking, or in part of a feast, 

or of a new moon, or of sabbaths, 
Col 2:17  which are a shadow of coming things, but the body is of Christ. 

Rom 14:2  One indeed believes to eat all things, but being weak, another one eats vegetables. 
Rom 14:3  The one eating, do not despise the one not eating. And the one not eating, do not judge the 

one eating, for God received him. 
Rom 14:4  Who are you judging another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. But he will 

stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
Rom 14:5  One indeed judges a day above another day; and another one judges every day alike. Let 

each one be fully assured in his own mind. 
Rom 14:6  The one minding the day, he minds it to the Lord. And the one not minding the day, he does 

not mind it to the Lord. The one eating, he eats to the Lord; for he gives thanks to God. And the 
one not eating, he does not eat to the Lord, and gives thanks to God. 

Rom 14:14  I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing by itself is common; except to the 
one deeming anything to be common, it is common. 

Rom 14:15  But if your brother is grieved because of your food, you no longer walk according to love. 
Do not by your food destroy that one for whom Christ died. 

Rom 14:23  But the one doubting, if he eats, he has been condemned, because it is not of faith; and 
whatever is not of faith is sin. 

Heb 7:19  For the Law perfected nothing, but a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw 
near to God. 



Heb 8:6  But now He has gotten a more excellent ministry, also by so much as He is a Mediator of a 
better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 
Heb 8:7  For if that first was faultless, place would not have been sought for a second. 
Heb 8:8  For finding fault, He said to them, "Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, and I will make 

an end on the house of Israel and on the house of Judah; a new covenant shall be, 
Heb 8:9  not according to the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day of My taking hold of 

their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, 
and I did not regard them, says the Lord. 

Heb 8:10  Because this is the covenant which I will covenant with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord, giving My Laws into their mind, and I will write them on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people." 

Heb 8:11  "And they shall no more teach each one their neighbor, and each one his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord; because all shall know Me, from the least of them to their great ones. 

Heb 8:12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and I will not at all remember their sins 
and their lawless deeds." LXX-Jer. 38:31-34; MT-Jer. 31:31-34 

 Heb 8:13  In the saying, New, He has made the first old. And the thing being made old and growing 
aged is near disappearing. 

 
Heb 10:16  "This is the covenant which I will covenant to them after those days, says the Lord: Giving 

My Laws on their hearts, and I will write them on their minds;" 
Heb 10:17  also He adds, "I will not at all still remember their sins" and their lawlessnesses. MT-Jer.  

31:33, 34 
Heb 10:18  But where remission of these is, there is no longer offering concerning sins. 
Heb 10:19  Therefore, brothers, having confidence for the entering of the Holy of Holies by the blood 

of Jesus, 
Heb 10:20  which He consecrated for us, a new and living way through the veil; that is, His 

flesh; 
Heb 10:21  and having a Great Priest over the house of God, 
Heb 10:22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our hearts having been 

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our body having been washed in pure water; 
Heb 10:23  let us hold fast the confession of the hope unyielding, for He who has promised is faithful. 
Heb 10:24  And let us consider one another, to incitement of love and of good works, 
Heb 10:25  not forsaking the assembling together of ourselves, as is the custom of some, but exhorting, 

and by so much more as you see the Day drawing near. 
Heb 10:26  For if we are willfully sinning after receiving the full knowledge of the truth, there remains 

no more sacrifice concerning sins, 
Heb 10:27  but a certain fearful expectation of judgment and "zealous fire being about to consume the 

adversaries." Isa. 26:11 
Heb 10:28  If anyone did not regard the Law of Moses, that one dies without pities on 

"the word of two or three witnesses," Deut. 17:6 
Heb 10:29  how much worse punishment do you think will be thought worthy to receive, 

the one trampling the Son of God, and having counted common the blood of the 
covenant in which he was sanctified, and having insulted the Spirit of Grace? 

We are not without Torah.  The life in the Spirit is about being obedient to its call.  The New 
Testament exhorts over and over to live holy, pure lives, glorifying the Savior who bought us 
with such a high price.  It is higher than the Law of Moses.  Soon after the covenant at Sinai 
was instituted, a man was stoned for breaking the Sabbath.  In Acts we see Ananias and 
Sapphira losing their lives for making a false vow.  This was not something that would have 
carried the death penalty under the old covenant, and neither were stones used to bring them 



to their end.  Of course this doesn't happen every time we sin against the Spirit, but I believe 
the new believers were being shown the new authority of the Spirit and the seriousness of 
what they were doing.  We are dealing now with the Spirit directly and the stakes are higher. 

Through the New Life we have in Yeshua, we CAN have a new heart and deal with the root 
problem of our sin in the first place.  The law could NEVER do this.  In five years we have not 
seen a single person come to a saving trust in Yeshua, (not just this congregation, but 
anywhere) and have not seen anyone's lives transformed from the misery of sin to the walk of 
a victorious life in Messiah.  We have to ask what is the value of our message and ministry if 
what we are saying and doing doesn't affect anyone in this way?  Where is the fruit that 
Yeshua describes his followers will have?  This has probably been the biggest witness to us 
that our direction is in error, and also the one method which Yeshua taught his followers to 
use in discerning true and false teaching.  Fruit should be easy to discern, whereas doctrines 
and theologies can get very muddy and confusing.  Who has time to be a scholar?  But a child 
can recognize good and bad fruit.  We are not pointing a finger at anyone, just making 
general observations.  Of course there are always individuals who are an exception.  We 
ourselves were not an exception.  

As stated earlier, the only real difference between our practice and that of other believers 
involved outward observances that are not a matter of moral conscience.  The New Testament 
does not say these things are wrong, and of course the Jewish believers still observed them. 
This fact alone does not prove that they are still binding.   The New Testament makes it 
abundantly clear that these particular shadows have their eternal fulfillment in Christ and 
are no longer an obligation.  Nowhere can we find a direct injunction or exhortation for new 
gentile believers to be careful to uphold or observe ANY of it.  We CAN observe them, but we 
are not to judge one another either way.  The minute we say they are still required, we go 
against the council in Jerusalem in Acts 15, and numerous other passages.  They are beautiful 
and have value in that they can glorify Yeshua if done in the right way.  But when they 
become the focus and all but replace him in our thoughts and lives, (as was our experience!) 
and we attempt to show others their error in not walking in them, we are walking a path that 
leads further and further from truth and life.

Yeshua came and fulfilled the demands of the Law of Moses.  No one else could ever have 
lived up to the requirements of this covenant.  He did, and also paid the debt Israel had 



acquired from their disobedience, as well as the debt of sin the whole world was under. 
When he died, being the representative of the whole human race, that covenant ceased to 
have any more demands on anyone, (Romans, Hebrews, Galatians) and in its place was the 
covenant proclaimed in Yeshua.  When he rose from the dead, we who trust in Him have 
risen with Him to new life and to being a new creation that desires to give ourselves as a 
living sacrifice to Him.  Our Torah is in us, with us, and will never leave us or forsake us. 
Our Torah is a Person.  This is what saves and changes lives.       

To finally end this – we would like to leave you with this verse:

Heb 13:7-10
 Remember your leaders who spoke the Word of God to you, considering the issue of their 

conduct, imitate their faith:  Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and today and forever. 
Do not be carried away by various and strange doctrine; for it is good that the heart  be 

confirmed by grace, not by food, in which those walking in them  were not profited. 

We have our own opinions about the fruit we have seen in this movement in the last five 
years.  We were under the impression that even though we saw serious problems, we were 
going to be different.  Although things may have looked okay on the surface, the fruit in my 
own life of taking my focus off Yeshua (even though I thought looking at Him through the 
Torah was just as good) was very bad.  Over time, I lost my desire to commune with Him, and 
trusted in my own works to be pleasing to the Father, even though I claimed I knew they 
didn't save me.  I went through terrible periods of doubt about His divinity, and his 
Messiahship.  I was using alcohol for a crutch to find peace and relief from stress.  My 
attention was focused on the things I was doing.  I separated myself from other believers and 
didn't feel that it was right to even attend a church service.  I believed I was right and 
somehow in a better position with God than other believers who didn't observe the things I 
did.    

I began well, with a desire to follow the truth, but the fruit it produced in my life was pride, 
self-righteousness, being judgmental, alienated from the Body of Christ, and without 
compassion for the lost.  I became so spiritually dead myself that I could barely function.  The 
Father gave me the grace to minister in spite of myself, but when my error was revealed, I 
began to be revived.



Maybe there are some that can observe all these extra things with the correct focus.  If the 
Father has told you to be in this walk, I am not one to tell you differently.  But I have found 
that I cannot keep my eyes on Him and on Mt. Sinai at the same time, and cannot let the focus 
of my ministry be distracted from Yeshua in any way.  I want to take the good news to those 
who are dying, and not make matters of lifestyle that don't have to do with morality an 
obstacle for those trying to find salvation.  I believe the Torah of the Spirit was simplified for 
this very reason – so that the good news could go to every tribe, tongue and nation.  This 
group has a different belief and focus, and I do not wish to try and force my views on anyone 
else.  This position statement is an explanation of our belief, and of course we want to share 
what we believe to be the truth.  But instead of staying within the congregation in order to 
influence or detract from the desires of those who are leading, it is for the best that I remove 
myself completely.

We have learned so many valuable things during this time, and we love every one of you very 
much.  We pray for your blessing and that you continue to grow in your knowledge of the 
Kingdom and its King.

In Yeshua,
Jeff & Sondra

“I never got away from Jesus, and Him crucified, and I found that when my people were 
gripped by this great evangelical doctrine of Christ and Him crucified, I had no need to give 
them instructions about morality.  I found that one followed as sure and inevitable fruit of the 
other... I find my Indians begin to put on the garments of holiness and their common life 
begins to be sanctified even in small matters when they are possessed by the doctrine of 
Christ and Him crucified

---David Brainard, pioneer missionary to American Indians



An excerpt from “The Normal Christian Life” - Watchman Nee

THE FOURTH STEP: "WALK ... AFTER THE SPIRIT 
" For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the ordinance of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit " (Rom. 8. 3, 4). Every 
careful reader of these two verses will see that there are two things presented here. They are, firstly, 
what the Lord Jesus has done for us, and secondly, what the Holy Spirit will do in us. " The flesh " is " 
weak " ; consequently the ordinance of the law cannot be fulfilled in us " after the flesh ". (Remember, 
it is again here a question not of salvation but of pleasing God.) Now, because of our inability God took 
two steps. 

In the first place, He intervened to deal with the heart of our problem. He sent His Son in the flesh, who 
died for sin and in doing so " condemned sin in the flesh ". That is to say, He took to death 
representatively all that belonged to the old creation in us, whether we speak of it as ' our old man', the 
flesh or the carnal ' I '. Thus God struck at the very root of our trouble by removing the fundamental 
ground of our weakness. This was the first step. But still " the ordinance of the law " remained to be 
fulfilled " in us ". How could this be done? It required God's further provision of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. It is He who is sent to take care of the inward side of this thing, and He is able to do so, we are 
told, as we " walk ... after the Spirit ". What does it mean to walk after the Spirit? It means two things. 
Firstly, it is not a work; it is a walk. Praise God, the burdensome and fruitless effort I involved myself 
in when I sought 'in the flesh' to please God gives place to a blessed and restful dependence on " his 
working, which worketh in me mightily " (Col. 1. 29). That is why Paul contrasts the " works " of the 
flesh with the fruit " of the Spirit (Gal. 5. 19, 22). 

Then secondly, to "walk after" implies subjection. Walking after the flesh means that I yield to the 
dictates of the flesh, and the following verses in Romans 8. 5 - 8 make clear where that leads me. It 
only brings me into conflict with God. To walk after the Spirit is to be subject to the Spirit. There is 
one thing that the man who walks after the Spirit cannot do, and that is be independent of Him. I must 
be subject to the Holy Spirit. The initiative of my life must be with Him. Only as I yield myself to obey 
Him shall I find the " law of the Spirit of life " in full operation and the " ordinance of the law " (all that 
I have been trying to do to please God) being fulfilled-no longer by me but in me. " As many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God " (Rom. 8. 14). We are all familiar with the words of the 
benediction in 2 Corinthians 13. 14: " The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all ". The love of God is the source of all spiritual blessing 
; the grace of the Lord Jesus has made it possible for that spiritual wealth to become ours; and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost is the means whereby it is imparted to us. 

Love is something hidden in the heart of God ; grace is that love expressed and made available in the 
Son; communion is the impartation of that grace by the Spirit. What the Father has devised concerning 
us the Son has accomplished for us, and now the Holy Spirit communicates it to us. When therefore we 
discover something fresh that the Lord Jesus has procured for us in His Cross, let us, for its realisation, 
look in the direction that God has indicated, and, by our steadfast attitude of subjection and obedience 
to the Holy Spirit, keep wide open the way for Him to impart it to us. That is His ministry. He has 
come for that very purpose-that He may make real in us all that is ours in Christ. We have learned in 
China that, when leading a soul to Christ, we must be very thorough, for there is no certainty when he 
will again have the help of other Christians. We always seek to make it clear to a new believer that, 
when he has asked the Lord to forgive his sins and to come into his life, his heart has become the 
residence of a living Person. 



The Holy Spirit of God is now within him, to open to him the Scriptures that he may find Christ there, 
to direct his prayer, to govern his life, and to reproduce in him the character of his Lord. I went, late 
one summer, for a prolonged period of rest to a hill-resort where accommodation was difficult to 
obtain, and while there it was necessary for me to sleep in one house and take my meals in another, the 
latter being the home of a mechanic and his wife. For the first two weeks of my visit, apart from asking 
a blessing at each meal, I said nothing to my hosts about the Gospel; and then one day my opportunity 
came to tell them about the Lord Jesus. They were ready to listen and to come to Him in simple faith 
for the forgiveness of their sins. They were born again, and a new light and joy came into their lives, 
for theirs was a real conversion. I took care to make clear to them what had happened, and then, as the 
weather turned colder, the time came for me to leave them and return to Shanghai. 

During the cold winter months the man was in the habit of drinking wine with his meals, and he was 
apt to do so to excess. After my departure, with the return of the cold weather, the wine appeared on the 
table again, and that day, as he had become accustomed to do, the husband bowed his head to return 
thanks for the meal but no words would come. After one or two vain attempts he turned to his wife. 
'What is wrong?' he asked. 'Why cannot we pray to-day? Fetch the Bible and see what it has to say 
about wine-drinking.' I had left a copy of the Scriptures with them, but though the wife could read she 
was ignorant of the Word, and she turned the pages in vain seeking for light on the subject. They did 
not know how to consult God's Book and it was impossible to consult God's messenger, for I was many 
miles away and it might be months before they could see me. 'Just drink your wine', said his wife. 
'We'll refer the matter to brother Nee at the first opportunity.' But still the man found he just could not 
return thanks to the Lord for that wine. 'Take it away!' he said at length; and when she had done so, 
together they asked a blessing on their meal. 

When eventually the man was able to visit Shanghai he told me the story. Using an expression familiar 
in Chinese: 'Brother Nee', he said, 'Resident Boss* wouldn't let me have that drink! ' ' Very good, 
brother', I said. 'You always listen to Resident Boss!' Many of us know that Christ is our life. We 
believe that the Spirit of God is resident in us, but this fact has little effect upon our behaviour. The 
question is, do we know Him as a living Person, and do we know Him as Boss '? 

'Resident Boss'-The author's own rendering of Ii-mien tang-chia tih.-ED. 


