
addendum:
 
Obedience IS important and we do not take lightly at all what we are convicted that we've been 
commanded to do.  These issues of religious observances that we always claimed were never done 
away - that Yeshua never said to stop doing them, why in the world did Paul say not to judge each 
other about these things and to start focusing on them?  
 
I don't think the first believers had any idea that the Holy Spirit planned to explode the knowledge of 
Yeshua into the gentile world.  It came as a complete shock to them when the Holy Spirit was first 
poured out on them in their unclean/uncircumcised state.  Under their system, a gentile had to be 
circumcised, clean and observant in order to "draw near" into the Father's presence.  There was no 
other way for anyone to!  To try to do it without these things in place would put you in danger of 
dropping dead or being cut off from the nation.
 
In Acts 15, when Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to settle this dispute over circumcision, Paul 
had been working with the gentiles for 14 years!!  (See Galatians) If they were supposed to grow in the 
knowledge of the law of Moses and mature to be able to observe all these things, they had plenty of 
time to do that.  Obviously they had not because "some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose 
up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses." 
Acts 15:5 Paul had not been teaching them this or the Pharisee believers wouldn't have had a 
contention with him.
 
But Peter said:
"Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.  So God, who knows the heart, 
acknowledged them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as He did to us, and made no distinction 
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  Now therefore why do you test God by putting 
a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  But we 
believe that through the grace of the Lord Yeshua we shall be saved in the same manner as they."  Acts 
15:6-10  Then Paul and Barnabas declared all the miracles and wonders the Father had worked through 
them to the gentiles. 
 
We taught that "yoke of bondage" was the rabbinical laws - the oral torah, but in this passage, the issue 
is circumcision (which we upheld) and the Law of Moses.  I don't know how much distinction there 
even was between the written and the oral at that time.  They may have viewed it as one body of law.
 
The Father, through the outpouring of His spirit, signified that He accepted them into fellowship with 
Him without all these outward observances, so how could anyone come along and say, "These things 
are necessary?"  Yeshua did not come out and say in words, "These things are no longer required."  He 
said it with this act.  They are beautiful, beneficial and valuable, but once again, what is our 
relationship to them?
 
The last verse we used to "prove" gentiles were supposed to observe the Law of Moses (in spite of all 
the evidence in this passage to the contrary) was the statement "... For Moses has had throughout many 
generations those who preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath." (vs. 21)
 
We put alot of speculation on this as to what it implied.  If it meant,  they need to go to synagogue and 
learn the Law of Moses after they get saved, then SOMEWHERE we would find another passage that 
supports this, but as we said before, there isn't a single direction anywhere that draws attention to 



guarding the religious observances.  They are all referred to in much different manner than that.  
Taking the whole body of instruction given to the gentile church, and all that God was doing with them 
and through them, we could just as easily speculate in the other direction:  Moses has been preached for 
GENERATIONS and nothing like this has ever occurred before.  They have something far more 
powerful!  If they want to go hear Moses, they can go hear him, but we aren't going to require it of 
them."  Either way it's a guess as to what exactly that meant.
 
What was the gentile response to this decision?  "When they had read it, they rejoiced over its 
encouragement."  
 
That "wall of partition" was taken down.  Jews and gentiles could fellowship together as one new man.  
Circumcision and the holy days were two signs the Father had given Israel to set them apart and make 
them visibly distinct among the nations.  These were the most widely known characteristics that 
identified them as a people.  Even in the absence of a temple, these things have continued to mark them 
as a nation.  The Father is still setting them apart as a chosen nation until He removes the veil and they 
see Yeshua and we all will finally be ONE.  But we misunderstand when we think that we must join 
Israel in the flesh when we have already been joined to spiritual Israel through the blood of Yeshua.  
Paul told the gentiles, "You who were far off without the covenants and promises now draw near 
through the blood of Yeshua" (you can check my quote - it's somewhere).  There is no other way to 
draw near or add to it.  He told them these things would be a sign that He was their God.  So if it's not 
required as a sign for gentile believers (and I don't believe it's required of any believer anymore) how 
are we set apart and identified?  Yeshua said, "By this will all men know that you are my disciples... 
that you love one another."  That's similar to Yeshua's new commandment, "love one another as I have 
loved you."  The one law for the Jew and the gentile is not the Law of Moses, it's the Torah of the 
Spirit.  It's not greasy grace - it's being a complete and total living sacrifice.
 
The beauty of this is that through Yeshua, the Father accepts as we are, and wishes to replace our heart 
of stone with His heart of love.  We can still learn so much from what he gave Israel, and 
understanding that and respecting it will draw us closer to our Jewish brothers.  I believe that's why the 
church seems to be waking up to all things Jewish - and will be awesome if it can  help heal the rift that 
has existed between the two.  But we believe we took this too far, placed too much importance on it at 
the expense of diminishing Yeshua and thereby grieving the Spirit who testifies of Him!  All power and 
glory and honor be to Him now and forevermore!
 
Thank you for your patience in hearing us out, and please know we DO love all of you very much.  
Please pray for us as we also will always remember you in our prayers.
 
Much love to all!!
Sondra  


